PEACE NEWS 


Brotherhood : 


Application for entry as second-class matter at 
Boston, Mass., USA, now pending. 


** Well, we’ve saved Western Civilisation . . 

“There has never been in the history of the world any situation 
parallel, or equal to the present one,” states the latest H-bomb leaflet issued 
by the Peace Pledge Union. The leaflet carries the Vicky cartoon repro- 
duced above and points out that weapons of wholesale destruction are now 


part of the accepted methods of war. 


It concludes: “If ever there was a moment when the voice of public 


Non-Violence : 


stand.” 


Copies are available from the PPU, 6 Endsleigh St., London W.C.1., at 
2s. 6d. 100 ; 225. 6d. 1,000. 
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FOURPENCE (U.S. 
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ndo-China 


AN emergency resolution passed 
at the AGM of the Peace 

i | Pledge Union last weekend urged 
| {full support for Mr. Nehru’s offer 
£ to mediate in the Indo-China war. 


In the House of Commons 
ae \debate this week Sir Winston 
:|Churchill assured Mr. Reginald 
Sorensen, MP, chairman of the 
4 |National Peace Council, that Mr. 
#/Nehru’s proposals had been con- 
sidered. He said that Britain was 
not prepared to give any under- 
takings about military action in 
Indo-China in advance of the 
Geneva Conference. 


In a statement made just before 

the meeting of Asian Prime 

{|Ministers at Colombo this week 

Mr. Nehru said that he would 

‘|seek the support of 2,000 million 

people in the world for his peace 
plan. 


“From many suggestions comes 
light,” he added. 


Chief adviser to Mr. Nehru at 
the conference is Mr. Krishna 
Menon who was responsible for 
getting the Korea cease-fire pro- 
posals adopted at the United 
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Wh acknowledgments to the New Statesman and Vicky Nations. 
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opinion should rise to refuse its sanction to this immoral method, it is 
NOW. The pledge of the Peace Pledge Union is: 
wili never support or sanction another. Will you join us in taking this 


‘I renounce war and 


* * 


A full report of the Peace 
Pledge Union Annual General 
Meeting will appear in next 
week's Peace News. 


VERA BRITTAIN LEWIS MUMFORD 


To the people of Europe 


ON August 6, 1945, the first atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima. With 
its invention mankind was believed to have crossed a terrible 

Rubicon between “manageable” war fought with conventional 

weapons, and the growing threat of unlimited destruction. 


Actually, in the history of bombing 
during the past 15 years, two separate 
developments have occurred. ‘The increas- 
ing misuse of power is merely the logical 
consequence of the moral decline which 
followed the change of Allied policy from 
“precision” to “area” bombing in 
March 1942. 

Not the scientific discoveries which made 
possible the creation of the atomic bomb, but 
the decision to use it, has brought humanity 
to the brink of the dark Avernus where friend 
and foe alike lose their identity. That de- 
cision was rendered easier by previous de- 
cisions, less alarming in their consequences, 
but morally no different. 

Civilisation’s Rubicon was crossed when 
the indiscriminate destruction of persons 
living within a specified area became a rec- 
ognised feature of military policy. 

Twelve years have passed since that policy 
began. Today the saner sections of society 
abominate the activities of “‘ back-room boys,” 
but have forgotten “ Bomber Harris” and his 
Allied counterparts, and the governments 
which encouraged them to destroy Cologne 
and Dresden. x. 

At the beginning of the 1939 war, British 
statesmen and strategists scrupulously refrained 


H-BOMB CAMPAIGN 
Beveridge, Lonsdale at 
Albert Hall tonight 


SIX MPs IN POSTER MARCH 


ForpD BEVERIDGE, Professor Kathleen 

Lonsdale, FRS and Ian Mikardo, MP are 
among the speakers for tonight’s (Friday) 
Albert Hall Meeting to launch the Hydrogen 
Bomb National Campaign to secure 15 million 
signatories to a petition. 

The meeting commences at 7.30 p.m., 

Peace News sellers are wanted outside the 
hall from 6.30 p.m. onwards. 

Among the 30 poster paraders advertising 
the meeting in London on Tuesday, were six 
MPs: Sir Richard Acland, Anthony Wedgwood 
Benn, Fenner Brockway, George Craddock, 
Anthony Greenwood and George Thomas. 

Petition forms, which urge a Three-Power 
meeting are obtainable from 141 Victoria St, 
London, S.W.1. , 

A full report of the meeting will appear in 
Peace News next week. 


from attacking targets other than “ military 


objectives.” In January, 1940, Mr. Winston 
Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, 
described the bombing of enemy civilians as 
a “new and odious form of attack,” and 
refused to listen to the popular clamour which 
insisted that RAF planes should cease to drop 
leaflets by night and load up with “beautiful 
bombs.” Three-and-a-half years later (Septem- 
ber 21, 1943), he told the House of Commons 
as Prime Minister: 

“ There are .. . no lengths in violence to 
which we will not go to destroy Nazi 
tyranny.” 

HUMAN RIGHTS 


The readers of Peace News do not regard 
the slaughter of a man who wears uniform as 
any better justified than that of a roadsweeper 
in his dungarees; soldier and civilian alike 
are repositories of the life which God gave 
and no man has the right to take. But so 
long as a distinction between combatants and 
non-combatants persisted, governments and 
their servants remained committed to a recog- 
nition of human rights and the unique quality 
of human individuals. The hydrogen bomb 
“Jay in the logic of history” as soon as this 
distinction gave way to a policy of massacre 
bombing, which treated soldiers and civilians, 
men and women, young and old, the active and 
the sick, as an anonymous group of “ casual- 
ties” whose destruction represented a military 
achievement. 

The moral consequences of the new policy 
were instantaneous, Press and BBC alike 
hailed as triumphs of Allied strategy the 
obliteration by bombs of such areas as the 
anti-Hitler working-class suburbs of Hamburg, 
and the breach of the Eder and Mohne dams 
which drowned hundreds of mothers and 
childcen in their homes. The cultural treasures 
of the ages—Cologne’s museums, Munster’s 
Cathedral, the Rémer at Frankfort, Nurem- 
burg, Monte Cassino—became less important 
in the eyes of war-leaders than a temporary 
national advantage. The few isolated voices 
(from the pacifist movement, the Quaker com- 
munity, and occasionally from pulpits) which 
protested that human life was sacred, and the 
expression of the human spirit in art and 
architecture more important than ephemeral 
advantage in a battle, either went unheeded 
or were publicised as the voices of traitors. 

Such protests were none the less maintained 
on a small scale throughout the war, in 
Britain by the Bombing Restriction Committee 
founded by Corder Catchpool, and in the 


@ On back page 


To the people of America 


This significant letter appeared on the editorial page of the NEW YORK 
Times, Sunday, March 28, 1954, It has been reprinted in leaflet form by 
the American Fellowship of Reconciliation by permission of the New York 


Times and Mr. Mumford. 


The power of the hydrogen bomb has, 
it is plain, given pause even to the leaders 
of our Government. Their very hesita- 
tion to give away the facts in itself gives 
away the facts. 


Under what mandate, then, do they con- 
tinue to hold as secret the results we may 
expect from the use of weapons of extermina- 
tion—not merely on our own cities and people 
but on all living organisms; not merely on 
our present lives but on the lives of count- 
less generations to come? 


Are our leaders afraid that when the truth 
is known our devotion to the perfection of 
scientific weapons of total destruction and ex- 
termination will turn out to be a profoundly 
irrational one: repulsive to morality, danger- 
ous to national security, inimical to life? 


Do they suspect that the American people 
are still sane enough to halt the blind auto- 
matism that continues, in the face of Soviet 
Russia's equal scientific powers, to produce 
these fatal weapons? 


Do they fear that their fellow-countrymen 
may well doubt the usefulness of instruments 
which under the guise of deterring an ag- 
gressor or insuring a cheap victory, might 
incidentally destroy the whole fabric of civ- 
ilization and threaten the very existence of the 
human race? 


Methods to Preserve Peace 


Our secret weapons of extermination have 
been produced under conditions that have 
favoured irresponsible censorship and short- 
sighted political and military judgments. 
Under the protection of secrecy a succession 
of fatal errors has been made, primarily as 
the result (since 1942) of our accepting total 
extermination as a method of warfare. These 
errors have been compounded by our counting 
upon such dehumanised methods to preserve 
peace and security. 

In turn, our very need for secrecy is an 
abortive effort to monopolise technical and 
scientific knowledge, has produced pathological 
symptoms in the whole body politic; fear, sus- 
picion, non-co-operation, hostility to critical 
judgment, above all delusions of power based 
on fantasies of unlimited extermination, as 
the only possible answer to the political threat 
of Soviet Russia. But demoralised men can- 
not be counted upon to control such auto- 
matic instruments of demoralisation. 


At a fatal moment our. self-induced fears 
may produce the incalculable and irretrievable 


holocaust our own weapons have given us 


reason to dread. Only courage and intelligence 
of the highest order, backed by open discussion, 
will give us the strength to turn back from 
the suicidal path we have blindly followed 
since 1942. 


Are there not enough Americans. still 
possessed of their sanity to call a stop to these 
irrational decisions, which are automatically 
bringing us close to a total catastrophe? 


Alternatives to Catastrophe 


There are many alternative courses to the 
policy to which we have committed ourselves, 
practically without debate. The worst of all 
these alternatives, submission to Communist 
totalitarianism, would still be far wiser than 
the final destruction of civilisation... 


As for the best of these alternatives, a 
policy of working firmly toward justice and 
co-operation, and free intercourse with all 


‘Lpgget yas e088 HUAN EN pA Egy 19M pega gt UN agg UNG HEN ATU HE 


U.S. H-Bomb petition 


Lewis Mumford and Norman Thomas are 
among the sponsors of a petition to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower that is being circulated by 
the American Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


The petition calls for the immediate sus- 
pension of H-bomb tests and suggests that 
“the Administration should at once make it 
clear that in future such tests will not be 
conducted pursuant to a unilateral decision by 
the United States and subject to its sole 
supervision and control.” 
agg Ey gg AFA ATE g BHU yg got Rg yA EM gg tENN EAH ETNN (gh PERG gga HEN gg AHMED gud gg 
other peoples, in the faith that love begets 
love as surely as hatred begets hatred—would, 
in all probability, be the one instrument cap- 
able of piercing the strong political armour 
of our present enemies. 


Once the facts of our policy of total ex- 
termination are publicly canvassed, and the 
final outcome, mass suicide, is faced, I believe 
that the Amcrican people are still sane enough 
to come to a wiser decision than our Govern- 
ment has yet made. They will realise that 
retaliation is not protection; that total ex- 
termination of both sides is not victory; that 
a constant state of morbid fear, suspicion and 
hatred is not security; that, in short, what 
seems like unlimited power has become 
impotence. 
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A’ the present time when public opinion 
is so greatly stirred by the dreadful 
implications of the latest stages in the develop- 
ment of the hydrogen bomb the pacifist is 
conscious of a special responsibility. 


He does not desire to stand aside in a 
sectarian spirit and hold aloof from the popu- 
lar expression of the concern that is felt 
among all sections of the population and all 
schools of thought. 


On the other hand he is conscious of the 
fact that there is a tendency among a great 
many people, who rightly feel that the devel- 
opment of nuclear weapons creates a situation 
which calls for a radical change in public 
policy, to refuse to face the realities involved 
and to use the rejection of the pacifist case 
by the majority in the past as a means to 
this refusal. 


This is very often apparent in House of 
Commons discussions. There is frequent testi- 
mony to the respect in which those with 
pacifist views are held, but these expressions 
of respect merely serve the purpose of “ shrug- 
ging off” the uncomfortable realitics to which 
pacifists are secking to draw attention. 


The consequence is that it becomes obvious 
to anybody who cares to read these debates 
with a critical mind that there is a great 
lack of realism underlying them, and that the 
trick of regarding the pacifist as a person to 
be respected but with unpractical views that 
can be persistently ignored is part of a tech- 
nique of evasion. 

The pacifist could do with a good deat less 
respect if the hard facts to which he is seck- 
ing to draw attention were squarely faced. 


* 


Now the pacifist can understand and sym- 
pathise with the view of those who, while 
they have hitherto rejected pacifism, believe 
that the atom bomb and the hydrogen bomb 
are methods of warfare that are too morally 
repellant to be endorsed by any ordinary 
decent people. 


Although the pacifist is one who has re- 
jected warfare altogether he is capable of sce- 
ing that there is a vast moral gulf between the 
man who says ‘“‘ Yes, I am ready to go out 
armed and fight those who are similarly armed 
against me. In such circumstance I am ready 
to kill for a justifiable cause, recognising that 


I may be killed also”; and the man who, in 
the terms of warfare today, says: “Yes, I 
am ready to go and inflict death from the 
clouds on hundreds of thousands of unarmed 
and innocent people, men, women and child- 
ren; death on the hundreds and thousands 
who are among the less unfortunate; indes- 
cribable suffering on many more unforunate 
souls ; and possibly future physical and mental 
deficiency on unborn generations.” 


The pacifist joins with those who hold that 
this latter attitude can have no conceivable 
justification whatsoever. Talk of using such a 
method for “defence of the free world,” for 
plain defence, or even for reprisals in the 
event of a similar attack can only come from 
people whose moral sense has already been 
destroyed. 


Readiness to use these weapons has been 
described as “the ultimate cowardice” and 
we believe that description to be just. 


* 


The pacifist, then, goes all the way with 
those who hold that the existence of nuclear 
weapons has created a situation completely 
different from anything that has gone before. 


He holds, however, that it is a futility to act 
on the assumption that it is possible to remove 
from the world the threat of destruction by 
nuclear weapons while leaving warfare by 
“conventional weapons” as it was before. 


To test this view of the pacifist one does 
well to read the recent appeal for the banning 
of the atomic and hydrogen bombs made by 
the commission of experts convened by the 
International Red Cross. 


This appeal seeks to achieve the limitation 
of the destructive power of weapons through 
the re-affirmation of minimum humanitarian 
standards to be observed in case of hostilities. 
it says: 


“If the destructive power of the weapons 
of war remains unlimited and their use un- 
restricted as would be the case with atomic 
and various nuclear weapons, selective 
bombing of targets in order to distinguish 
between combatants and non-combatants or 
legitimate military targets and _ protected 
areas would be virtually impossible.” 


Limitation of destructive power in this 
sense had already departed, however, before 


H-bomb and the Pacifist Case 


the Americans had acted in the most appalling 
disregard of it at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
The British policy of saturation bombing had 
no regard for a distinction ‘‘ between com- 
batants and non-combatants or legitimate 
military targets and protected areas”; and it 
is surely clear today that no people engaged 
in war will make such a distinction if by 
ignoring it they can help to turn a danger 
of defeat into a prospect of victory. 


There was a clear disregard for such a dis- 
tinction when the atom bomb was used on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. and here there was 
not the compulsion of the need to turn 
threatened defeat into victory. The only 
justification that those who made the decision 
felt they needed was the claim that more 
lives would have been lost ultimately without 
the destruction of those towns than were actu- 
ally lost through this action. 


This conception of the possibility of a 
humane and civilised limitation to warfare 
expressed in the Red Cross declaration, and 
assumed in so many of the other declarations 
that have been calling for the banning of 
the hydrogen bomb, is an obvious impractica- 
bility. 

A ban on the use of the hydrogen bomb 
would not remove the knowledge of how to 
manufacture it. If it were possible to achieve 
an effective agreement to forbid its manufac- 
ture in peace time it would only ensure that 
a war would not be opened by its use; it 
would be brought into action as one of the 
sides began to find its position desperate. 


* 


This is a reality that was faced by Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan in an eloquent article “ There’s 
ony one way now,” in The Daily Mirror. 
“The Hydrogen Bomb,” he says, “has only 
served to clinch the argument that an appeal 
to war is a demand for race suicide. It is 
therefore childish still to keep war as a last 
resort but to resolve to wage it with weapons 
that are not too deadly.” 


Although Mr. Bevan can perceive this, how- 
ever, his basic acceptance of the traditional 
attitude to war inhibits him from carrying 
his realism a step further, and the conclusion 
he reaches in his turn is the childish futility of 
advocating the outlawry of war. “It is in 
my opinion a waste of time to press for the 
bomb to be outlawed. It is war itself which 


By J. Allen Skinner 
Editor of Peace News 


must now be outlawed.” 


It is impossible not to feel that as a poli- 
tician of long experience Mr. Bevan must 
have had a sense of discomfort at the back 
of his mind as he wrote these words. For 
war is already outlawed. 


It was outlawed by the signatures of all 
the great powers to the Kellogg Pact of 1928, 
and despite the fact that it has been outlawed 
we have fought the greatest and most des- 
tructive war in human history, and since then 
we have been engaged, with Mr. Bevan taking 
a far from insignficant part, in preparing for 
an even greater one, which we now perceive 
may be the war that will put an end to human 
history. 


Just as it is childish to assume that the 
problem of the H-bomb can be dealt with 
without dealing with the problem of war, so 
it is childish to assume that it will be possible 
this time to produce a new “ Kellogg Pact” 
that will really work. 

* 


All these futile conceptions of what can be 
done—the idea that it is possible to set the 
A-bomb and the H-bomb apart and not have 
anything to do with them while continuing 
to fight wars by the old methods, and the 
idea that while arming distrustfully against 
each other we can agree to “ outlaw ” war—are 
so Many attempts by which men seek shelter 
against the need to face reality. 


The reality is that if we do not regard war 
as it will inevitably be fought in the future 
as something that it is morally impossible for 
man to undertake, mankind is doomed. When 
we do face this reality we shall see that the 
acceptance of the pacifist case is the only thing 
that can save mankind. 


It offers no guarantee against catastrophe, 
but there is clearly no way of avoiding catas- 
trophe without it. 


The only thing that is assured to the nation 
that elects to take the pacifist way is that it 
will save itself from moral damnation, but it 
also offers the hope that if one nation has 
the courage to place its reliance on trust, 
Tenounce the intention of resorting again to 
the weapons of war, old and new, and ceases 
to prepare and manufacture those weapons 
it may be giving a lead that the world is 
waiting for to its salvation. 


By Stuart Morris 


Gen. Secretary, Peace Pledge Union 


TPHE pages of history and the pictures of 

giant empires crashing on their way to 
ruin indicate that the graph of progress would 
depict not an upward straight line, but a 
series of ups and downs, in which the pop 
of the upward curve each time tends to reac 
a higher point than previously. 


Never before, however, has civilisation it- 
self been in such danger of destruction by 
man himself. Nevertheless, the very point at 
which progress is most threatened can be the 
point from which unsurpassed progress might 
spring. 


Unless this moment is to be the final point 
of no return, it must become the turning 
point at which men shake themselves free 
from their fears, suspicions, disillusionments 
and frustrations to “rise on the stepping 
stones of their dead selves to higher things.” 
The moment which is fraught with the gravest 
danger is also the moment full of the greatest 
possibilities. 

It is possible for public opinion to demand 
that governments must find the way to avert 
disaster. It is possible to dedicate the enor- 
mous power of atomic energy to the salvation 
of civilisation. It is possible to solve disputes 
by peaceful means—indeed, no other solution 
is possible. Let us first assure ourselves of 
that. 


It is possible. True, that means that we 
have to do more than allow our fears to instil 
a new urgency into the situation and dictate 
merely some modification of our present 
policies. It demands a completely new lIcad 
which will create a fresh situation. But that 
is possible, and Britain could give such a 
fend 
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Assume for a moment that such is the case. 
Encouraged by an uprising of public opinion 
the British Government announces that, as a 
first step in unilateral disarmament, it will 
never usc the H-bomb under any circum- 
stances, nor permit its use from American 
bases here, and that it intends to adopt a 
policy of complete disarmament no matter 
what the other governments do, and never 
again use force or the threat of force against 
any other people. 


The Government would obviously have in- 
formed the Administration of the USA in 
advance of such a decision, explaining that 
while it could no longer support present US 
policy, it was not anti-American but rather 
sought to win the American people for an 
alliance in a new policy revolutionary enough 
to meet the problems of the world revolution 
in which we live. 


It is impossible to predict what the reaction 
of the American Government, or of the 
leaders in Russia, China and elsewhere, might 
be, but there is the hope and possibility that 
they might respond, and at the least their 
whole attitude would be challenged as_ they 
knew that they had to deal with a radically 
altered situation. In any case, if this is the 
moral lead for which the world waits, we 
have no right to allow what others might 
think or do to determine what we will do, 
or permit them to be in any doubt about 
what we intend to do. 


There is no short or slick answer to the fear 
which conjures up the picture of an armed 


aggressor occupying a disarmed Britain, but 
then there is no easy answer to any of our 
fears, including the H-bomb. It is indeed not 
possible to eliminate risk entirely, but only to 
choose the risk which is most worth running. 


On balance, it is surely better to risk any- 
thing that may be involved fn unilateral dis- 
armament than all that is involved in a 
modern atomic war. 


Politically such action would involve the 
ending of all our military alliances and com- 
mitments, the surrender of imperial and col- 
onial power and the breaking down of trade 
and other barriers. But it would not mean 
that we should be stepping out of the inter- 
national scene and trying to play the role 
of a spectator without any influence on world 
affairs. 


OJ TEUMUUQUACUUAUEGAOU0G4UCGOUSEOO0QQ00GOUUECUCOOOOSUOOGOURNUUOOOQOAUUUOSUNOUEN UU 
PACIFISM AND REALISM 


The pacifist is not the sentimental 
idealist usually supposed; he is the 
realist who looks at facts and profits 
by experience. He counts the cost and 
is not deluded by sentimental war lan- 
guage, He is not so visionary as to trust 
war for the accomplishment of any good 
end. He has compared national claims 
of disinterestedness with the secret 
treaties; he has watched democratic 
ideals degenerate into oppressive auto- 
cracy; he has observed patriotic senti- 
ment bred by propaganda lies; he has 
seen the failure of armaments to provide 
security. 


Everyone else has seen the same un- 
satisfactory results, but the conservative 
continues to depend for relief upon the 
old order, while the radical seeks for a 
new method of maintaining the peace 
so necessary for general welfare. 


The refusal to recognise war as the 
final method of settling disputes is not 
a negative movement, It involves a pro- 
gramme as constructive as putting out a 
spreading fire or destroying the institu- 
tion of slavery. It demands more courage 
than enlisting in the army.—William 
Floyd. 


STHNUENAUUULGGOTAUUOCSUAN¢SGEGSOGROAEOSONOSESUANOUGUOUGSUNIDSESIOIIESOOAUUOHHUIBNITS 
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On the contrary, it would mean that we 
were recalling all men to a consideration of 
the essentials of peacemaking, and giving a 
vital impetus to a conception of the world 
which refuses to admit that it must be for 
ever divided. 


The desire to take a neutral position has 
always directed the policy of some nations, 
and even if neutrality has become a word to 
be disowned as impracticable or classed with 
the word peace as “naughty,” it remains in 
essence the only alternative to power politcs. 


It is not a question of creating a third bloc 
of power states to hold the balance against 
the two existing power blocs. It is the creation 
of a new medium which will not commit itself 
to the way of war and which can therefore 
express the true spirit of negotiation and 
reconciliation, and can by the wise use of its 
resources provide an alternative way of life 


to the rival methods of “free enterprise” 
and totalitarianism. 


The action of India and of some of the 
smaller member nations of UN has brought 
such a method into the forefront of practical 
policies. It is obvious that there is need for 
much more study before a detailed programme 
could be sct out, and it is well that the 
Pacis movement should devote itself to that 
task. 


But it can be claimed that if Britain would 
adopt a policy of ncutrality and join those 
who are already shaping the third camp, it 
would make possible the application of the 
policies of real negotiation and positive peace- 
making in an area of the world large enough 
to prevent a clash between America and 
Russia, and important enough to show the 
practical validity of building a truly demo- 
cratic community. 
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To one other fear at least there is a more 
definite answer, even if it is only stated here 
briefly. 


One consideration which deters many, often 
subconsciously, from revolutionary action is 
the fact that our whole economy seems to 
depend so much on a situation which keeps 
the wheels of industry turning on the produc- 
tion of the weapons of war. In spite of the 
crushing burden of taxation for war purposes, 
they query whether we can afford to disarm 
and risk mass unemployment. 


So long as industry is geared to the pro- 
duction of armaments, it is largely debarred 
from making consumer goods for supplying 
man’s needs. Its goods secure no direct re- 
turn and may indeed result in the wholesale 
destruction of markets. 


They do not promote trade or gain a return 
through the exchange or sale, since in the last 
resort they are destroyed or “given away.” 
If we are prepared to maintain employment 
by giving away the results of our labour, it 
matters little, so far as employment is con- 
cerned, what form the gift takes, except that 
it is obviously better to give away goods 
that. will increase the number of your friends, 
Gummer: and markets rather than destroy 
them. 


To use factories and materials for making 
tractors and ploughs, spades and shovels, dams 
and reservoirs instead of tanks and guns, rifles 
and bombs and giant runways, does not lessen 
the need for manpower. 


It diverts it to constructive enterprises, just 
as to harness atomic power to the supply 
of man’s necessities is to value aright what 
could prove to be one of the greatest gifts 
to the world. 


That answer helps to complete the picture. 
We have no right whatever to want to live in 
a world in which we are safe from the threat 
of war and unemployment without regard for 
the millions who have never known anything 
but a mere existence, and even that threatened 
by hunger, disease and premature death. 


Indeed, we may well ask whether a world in 
which more than half the population live be- 
low the poverty line is worth preserving, or 
whether a civilisation which offers no hope of 


Man’s humanity to Man 


life for the majority of its people can expect 
to avoid damnation. 


Against the picture of a world divided be- 
tween the haves and the have-nots, a world 
in which millions of our fellow men and 
women have little chance of securing what we 
regard as essential to well-being, and a world 
in which no one is really free from fear 
or able to live with the freedom and dignity 
that befits a human being, set the picture of 
a world in which all the resources of nature, 
the discoveries of science and the energies of 
man are directed towards the elimination of 
disease, the provision of reasonable standards 
of living, freedom from fear, from want, from 
a a to enjoy the fullness of 
ife. 


2 
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The glory of the one is as real and possible 
as the tragedy of the other. It is a matter of 
choice, and the circumstances have dictated 
that our initial choice shall be made upon 
what to do with atomic power. 


If we choose aright there for the right 
reasons, we take the first step away from 
death. Pursue that choice to its logical and 
inevitable conclusion, and we make possible 
the good life for all men. But if we expect 
our Government to make the right choice, 
we cannot throw all the responsibility on to 
them, or rest content with pious platitudes or 
petitions which do not really face the situation. 


We must first accept the responsibility of 
making the choice for ourselves, and the re- 
nunciation of war and all that has to do with 
war and preparation for it, is the way in 
which we help to create the warless world, 
and assert our belief in the possibility of a 
full and free life for all. 


A message from 
the Mayor of 
Hiroshima 


From the City Hall, Hiroshima, Japan, the 
Mayor, Shinzo Hamai, sends the following 
message to Peace News readers: 


A recent US atomic test injured a number 
< of the crew of a Japanese fishing boat 
operating well outside the announced danger 
zone. This, I take it, should be a grave warn- 
ing, implying much for mankind all over the 
world to think over. 


We, who survived the cruel havoc played 
by an atom bomb here in Hiroshima in 1945, 
had long surmised that man would ultimately 
succeed in tapping an unlimited supply of 
nuclear energy, It was this that prompted us 
to call all peoples to so act as to help avert 
any possible repetition of the horrors of 
Hiroshima and to make a pledge, on our 
part, to exert our humble efforts for this 
purpose. 


It is our hope today that the people all 
over the world give a renewed thought to the 
serious situation which the world has now 
come to face, and that every effort be made 
to harness the released atomic energy, not for 
destroying, but for serving mankind. 
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The ‘quiet’ part of Kenya 
by Reginald Reynolds 


OT all of Kenya is affected by Mau Mau. In North and Central Nyanza, where I 
stayed first (because I came into the country from the West, across Lake 
Victoria), everything was very quiet last year. 


—_= | 


Can we bring back hope to 


MAY DAY? 


Only the barbed wire round the police 
stations reminded one that all Kenya was 
living under Emergency Regulations. 


Africans who are slavish enough to do what- 
ever they arc told are officially described as 
“Joyal.” Loyalty, in the language of the 
Government, does not mean loyalty of Africans 
to their own people and their own institutions. 
It means obedience to the foreign rulers—the 
conquerors who have usurped the power of 
government and stolen the best land for their 
own countrymen. 


Cautious 


They told me that the people of North 
Nyanza were “loyal.” The people there, like 
nearly all Africans, were very cautious when 
speaking to a European. They were all afraid. 
Slowly they would discover that, with me, they 
need not be afraid—that I was their friend 
and that I hated the foreign rule as much as 
they did, though the foreigners were my own 
countrymen. Only then would they speak of 
their wrongs. 


But there was one man I shall always 
remember because he was not afraid of me. 
From the first moment he spoke clearly and 
boldly. I was travelling in an old car with 
some African friends and we stopped in a 
village where one of my companions had some 
business. 


An old man came up to the car and asked 
who I was. One of my friends answered in 
Swahili. I do not understand Swahili, but I 
knew what he was saying. | heard him say 
* Quaker,” which means a lot in Nyanza, 
because the Quakers have done good work in 
that part of Kenya. We are a peaceable people 
who have stood in the past for justice and 
freedom. Then I heard him say “ Misri” (the 
Arabic and Swahili name of Egypt) and the 
other countries through which 1 had travelled. 


The old man looked hard at me and he said 
in English: * You must speak for us. There is 
no one left to speak for us. All our leaders are 
in prison, They put us in prison if we speak 
and we are all afraid.” 


Compliment 


It was a tremendous compliment that he paid 
me. They were all afraid but he was not 
afraid of me. He trusted me and placed on my 
shoulders. this terrible responsibility. As we 
drove away I saw him still standing in the 
road, looking intently at us till we could see 
him no more. 


I felt very sad because I could do so little. 
Who would listen? How could I help? Later 
I had even more disturbing thoughts, because it 
is always people like that old man who are 
found shot by the Kenya Police Reserve. 
Sometimes they are said to have been 
murdered by the Mau Mau. Sometimes the 
KPR men admit shooting a man—because, 
they say, the murdered man “ failed to halt 
when challenged by a patrol.” 
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The “ Brain of Britain” 


is a pacifist 


The Winner of the BBC's popular quiz 
contest, “Ask me Another,” is D. Martin 
Dakin, a high-school master who is a founda- 
tion member of the Peace Pledge Union and 
chairman of Romford Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation. 

He appeared last Saturday in the finale of 
the programme with James Laver and Donald 
Hillary. Mr. Dakin has received a diploma 
from the BBC for his skill in the contest. 


Nex: week, on Thursday, May 6, he is to 
open the Peace News’ Concert in London. See 
advertisement on this page. 


A CONCERT 
For the PEACE NEWS FUND 


will be given on 


THURSDAY 6th MAY 


at WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH 
Duke St., off Oxford St., W.| 


(near Band Street Tube) 
by 
ERIC REES baritone 
MARGARET THISTLETHWAITE accomp. 
KENNETH LYON violin 
JOHN MOORE BRIDGER pianoforte 


Introductory talk by 


D. Martin Dakin 


National winner of the BBC “Ask Ma Another 
Contest and Chairman, Romford FoR 


REFRESHMENTS ~— - 6.30—7.15 p.m. 
CONCERT 7.15 


Admission free—send s.a.e. for programme to 


PEACE NEWS LIMITED 
3 Blackstock Road London N.4 
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A young Kikuyu said to me later : “ Why is 
it nearly always the educated Africans who 
fail to halt when the patrols challenge them? 
You would think it would be the uneducated 
ones who perhaps don’t understand.” But the 
educated Africans are the leaders or might 
become leaders in the struggle for freedom. 
The KPR and the police must be very good 
shots, too. The people who “fail to halt” 
are very seldom, if ever, wounded. They are 


always shot dead. And dead men tell no tales. 


West Africa 
moves towards 
independence; 


Unations 


West Africa moves closer towards full self- 
vovernment with the second general elections 
in the Gold Coast this June. These elections 
will bring the Gold Coast to the last stage 
before Dominion status in the British Com- 
monwealth, or complete independence. Under 
the new arrangement there is to be an all- 
African cabinet. " 

The West African territories of Togoland 
and the Cameroons are also the subject of 
much discussion in the Trusteeship Council of 
the United Nations. The administering Powers, 
Britain and France, are charged with encourag- 
ing progress towards full self-government in 
these areas. This picture, shows the Mexican 
member of a UN Commossion with 2 local 
ruler, The Fon of Bikom. 


Indian F.O.R. writes 
to U.S. President 


FINHE Fellowship of Reconciliation in India 

have written to President Eisenhower to 
express their concern at the projected military 
aid to Pakistan. 


They say that the offer of this aid is already 
bringing new fears and tensions to South East 
Asia. India is, in her humble way, attempting 
to use herself in the ministry of reconciliation, 
goes on the letter, by her policy of concerned 
non-alignment with power blocs. 


The Indian FoR pray that the President 
will help to create a new atmosphere by a 
change in the American policy of extending 
military alliances and bases. 


A copy of the letter was also sent to the 
Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Nehru. 


Reading conference 


for COs 


fP\HIS annual conference, organised by the 
Society of Friends for boys between 16 
and 19 was attended by about 35 this year. 


The Rev. R. C. Wood was the main speaker. 
Through him we realized how the pacifist way 
of Jesus is the supreme reality for all times, 
and that by faith in God. war could be 
abolished. 


The results of following a pacifist policy 
might appear to be the extermination of the 
Christian religion, but this should not daunt 
our faith in Christianity, for Jesus himself 
was entirely alone in his beliefs when he died 
—even his disciples had deserted him—and he 
could not possibly conceive how his way of 
life was to succeed on earth without him. 


The practical procedure of registering and 
appearing before the tribunal was also 
explained and useful advice given. 


National Peace Couneil 
leetures 


rPHE National Peace Council has arranged 

a series of four meetings to be held on 
Monday evenings May 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 
ae pm, at Friends House, Euston Road, 
N.W.1. 


The lectures will be as follow: Prof. G. 
D. H. Cole on Germany ; Mr. Kingsley Martin 
on Anglo-Soviet Relations; Mr, Reginald 
Thompson on The Far East; and the Rev. 
Michael Scott on Africa. Admission is free. 


* asks Campbell Wilkie * 


"THROUGHOUT the country on Sunday processions of socialists will be wending 
their disunited way to their respective gathering points. 
The banners, once proud symbols of rebellion. are now but spurious slogans. 
their quondam truth belied by the present. 


Yet for all the air of noble ideas corrupted 
and betrayed, the May Day processions can 
still stir the emotions. For one day the old 
truths of unity and brotherhood ring less 
hollow and the vision of the socialist common- 
wealth is less distant and not of Orwell's 
prediction. 

For one day expediency is put aside to let 
hope and idealism romp in the sun; for one 
day peace may be the gospel and the shrewd 
calculations of electoral power forgotten. The 
old hagiology will be gone over. the names of 
Smillie, Hardie and Jaures will come tum- 
bling from the lips of speakers, evoking fair 
memories and glories long since gone. The 
clap-trap of May Day? 


What went wrong? 


Has the welfare state robbed Socialism of 
its impetus and turned its vision into an 
actuarial desert? The moral strength of the 
Labour movement has been sapped by the 
general malaise of materialism which has 
swepth through our civilization this century. 
The socialist movement may have escaped 
* dollar materialism” but it has succumbed 
largely to the dialectical brand and swallowed 
whole the bureaucratic materialism of the 
Webbs and Fabians. 

{t has failed very largely because it became 
ashamed, in a cynical and scientific age. of 
owning the religious and moral concepts of 
its founders. 

The failure of the Labour Party in office 
is not that it did not do enough but that it 
failed to inspire. It has preferred votes to 
principle and in international affairs it has 
retreated from its own principles to the pre- 
pared defences of the Foreign Office. 


Their failure—our failure 


It has drained its followers of vision, turned 
idealists into cynics or sent them in despair 
to more violent solutions. This has not hap- 
pened because its leaders are “traitors of the 


of the political tmagination. Neither social- 
ism nor peace can be had for the asking. 


Everything worth having has sacrifice as its 
price and the Labour movement today must 
make a heavy sacrifice before it can achieve 
moral superiority over its rivals. The sacrifice 
consists of its divesting itself of the trappings 
of power and once again wearing the hair-shirt 
of principle. Evil cannot be legislated away. 
The repudiation of evil is but the first step 
toward the achievement of goodness. 


In practice this must mean that the Labour 
movement will not only return to the anti-war 
attitude of Hardie and Jaures but it will 
embrace the non-violence of Gandhi. 


The Labour movement has failed because 
it rejected pacifism. a pacifism which may have 
been presented as a sentimental. head-in-the- 
sand renunciation of war. but which is no 
longer so. The pacifist movement has learned 
from experience. As yet the Labour Party 
shows no similar trait. 


The strong absorb the weak 


In the age of the hydrogen bomb it accepts 
as “responsibility” acquiescence in a_ bi- 
partisan foreign policy with Foster Dulles. 
Nor can Mr. Bevan offer any real alternative 
for he too would find himself dragged by the 
tails of his reliance on force into the orbit 
of the United States. 


It is a law of power that the strong absorb 
the weak. The conception of an armed Third 
Force is attractive but untenable, the pull 
of East and West would pull it apart. 


A Labour Party with no foreign policy to 
combat the drift of American policy towards 
war and with no constructive idea on how to 
beat down the suspicion and mistrust of 
Russia, and with a home programme that 
offers a shilling off prescriptions and £500 on 
to MPs salaries is not likely to encourage 
those who feel that Conservatism offers no 


working class” but because when expediency hope. 
displaces principle it soon becomes master : 
when a party puts power first, it puts principle The pacifist hope 
last. 
The failure of the Labour Party is our Many socialists are bitterly disillusioned 


and many pacifists who had looked to the 
Labour Party for constructive foreign policy 
are equally disappointed. 


failure. The idea that socialism could be had 
by resolution, that equality and fraternity 
could be introduced by legislation is a figment 


AN AIR FORCE CAPTAIN'S 
QUESTION 


1 am an Air Force olficer, in charge of 
a heavy bomber. I read in the papers 
recently that Captain Robert Lewis, who 
released the first atom bomb over Hiro- 
shima, has quit the army and entered a 
Catholic monastery. He lost his peace of 
mind the day he learned that his action 
cost the lives of more than 100,000 men, 
women and children, and razed three- 
fourths of a splendid city. I, too, am 
destined in my assignment to drop bombs, —a modern problem 
towns, ‘That is-a (ype Of warfare practised | ALTHOUGH race mixture is as old as man- 
by all nations today. Have I the right to | _ kind itself, it presents an important 
prepare myself for such an eventuality ? problem in the modern world because of the 
Should I leave the forces, as did my father | !@™8¢ number and wide distribution of 
when Mthel timelcamen eon taking stock ; racially-mixed populations. A study of the 
because they will order me to do some- Waly has ju been published by UNESCO 
under the title “ Race mixture “* tn its series 
thing which my conscience does not allow of books on * The Race Question in Modern 


> 
a GIN " Science.” The author is Harry L. Shapiro. 
The Priest’s Answer Chairman. Department of “Anthropology. 
The bombardment of open cities, even by American Museum of Natural History, New 
long-range artillery, and with all the more York. 
reason by aircraft or other more deadly con- 
trivances, was declared immoral at the Hague 
Tribunal in 1907. Most civilised nations 
pledged themselves not to have recourse to 
such measures. 


The Christian conscience, left to its natural 
intuition and moulded by direct contact with 
the Gospel, unquestionably disapproves of 
these blind. mechanistic, disproportionate 
methods. The Pope and the moralists cited 
earlier have declared modern war is intrin- 
sically evil. because of methods of this type 


I know of Americans, other than Captain 


The hope is that the pacifist may yet convert 
Labour to tts old principles and to a repudia- 
tion of power. In the last analysis the choice 
is between righteousness and the self-deceiving 
evil that is expediency. 


Perhaps this May Day in the cloud of the 
hydrogen bomb socialists may be reminded 
that the road to heaven is steep and narrow 
while the road to hell is broad and paved with 
good intentions. 


RACE MIXTURE 


Various aspects of the problem of race 
mixture are analysed in this study. They in- 
clude race consciousness; competition: cul- 
ture: and the effects of imperialism. The 
author also gets ‘““Down to Cases” in a sec- 
tion of the book which describes the history 
and evolution of the situation on Pitcairn 
Island in the Pacific: in Jamaica: and in 
Hawaii. 

* UNESCO 


CUITFOHOY. 


80.25 or equivalent in’ national 
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Lewis, who have undertaken hard penances = | 
in the spirit of reparation for their people. | > on 4 5 
the developers and first users of that tremen-| 2 No Socialist is complete o 
dous weapon. o 5 c 
It seems practically obvious to me that you . without a 
do not have a right to drop this bomb on 2 | 
open cities, even if you are commanded to | [9 J 
on duty ; in an unjust war, certainly, but also | = T R | eB U Al le - 
in a just war. The end does not justify the | a 
means. im LJ 
But up to now, you have only been training, = e a 
and have al bombed anyone; you Bene the | |. ' 
rivilege of remaining in your position, if you | j= ; Ld 
Pane an adequate reason, But, i you are able | 4 Place a regular order with © 
to provide for yourself, it would be more per- | |. 
fee to resign your commission, publicly and ||| YOUr newsagent or send 2s 6d ' 
loudly, so that people will know the lofty | ( ‘ ? ws 
motive which guides you. To aid in rousing | |) for the next nine issues to: fe 
the public conscience in such a grave matter, | |= O 
is assuredly a good act. Good luck! bal e ‘= 
2S ee eS | 
| 
Translated by Lucia Lupinski from the book |() TRIBUNE PUBLICATIONS LTD. b 
Can a Christian be a Conscientious Objector? | |- = 
by Father Pierre Lorson, S.J. The book was |} 222 Strand, London W.C.2. 5 
published in French in 1950. A Germans trans- | {0 Ci 
lation by Kaspar Mayr was published in 1952. GEO NOOO 
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This article tells of some of the known 


By Ichiro Takenaka 


effects of radioactive foisoning, “the atomic 


sickness,” from which 23 Japanese fishermen are now suffering as a result of the H-bomb test 
explosion in the Pacific. It is written by a man with some experience of this sickness, for he has 
endured it himself. In the inset article he describes what it meant to him. 


“WE didn’t know that a test nuclear 

explosion would take place at 
Bikini Atoll,” said one of the hospitalized 
crewmen of Fukuryu Maru who suffered 
radioactive burns near Bikini on March 1}. 


He continued at the Tokio University Hos- 
pital, ‘‘ that day, around 4 a.m. we saw a light, 
bright as the sunrise, coming from beyond the 
clouds over the horizon and continuing for 
two or three minutes. Then, about an hour 
later, the shower of dust began to fall all 
around us.” 

On March 14, a tuna vessel charged with 
gruesome radiation quietly stole into her 
home port after a long voyage, and Japan 
awoke from her innocent slumber one night 
to find herself helplessly exposed to the danger 
of the deadly radioactivity from the US 
nuclear test in the Pacific. 


The shocking news broke immediately, 
throwing the atom-conscious Japanese again 
into the whirl of fear and anger for the 
untold man-made destructive forces now being 
unleashed by the United States. 


* * * 


The effects on animate beings of atomic 
explosion can be divided into four kinds: 
They are, 


(1) Injuries due to blast. 

(2) Burns caused by heat rays. 

(3) Diseases caused by radiation. 

(4) Diseases caused by fission products 
such as dust. 


The ill-fated Fukuryu Maru, manned by a 
crew of 23, was operating at a point some 
72 to 80 miles off the Eniwetok Atoll on 
March |. An hour later, white ashes began 
falling upon them. {he tiny vessel was soon 
capped with the “atomic dust.” 

In three days, the crewmen began to feel 
itchy, They noticed their sun-browned faces 
becoming black as if scorched, and their hair 
falling out, but none of them suspected what 
had caused this change. because that place was 
outside the danger zone. and the fishermen 
didn’t even know why a danger zone had been 
appointed. 

It is reported that the bomb detonated in 
the Bikini Aloll on March 1 was too big to 
be deliveced by any aircraft, but US atomic 
specialists ace now completing bombs of a 
small conveyable type. 

* * 

The reported details of that misfire are 
horrible enough. They are: 

(1) 's) fireball measured 28 miles 
diameter. 

(2) Ils energy was calculated at five mega- 
tons of TNT or 250 times the force of the 

Hiroshima-type atomic bomb. 


(3) Its mushroom cloud climbed about 

90,000 feet into the stratosphere. 

What quantity of radiation does the H- 
bomb produce? 

It is said it is nearly the same as that of 
the A-bomb, but when it explodes, vast quan- 
tities of subatomic particles are dispersed 
which radioactivate whatever they hit. 

These liberated neutrons are very injurious 
to the human body. (The amount of radia- 
tion which the human body can endue is 
said to be 0.3 réntgen per weck, according 
to the international conference of bio-physi- 
cists held in Canada in 1943.) 

There is a horrible possibility that the carth 
as a whole could be covered by the “ death 
dust ” of radioactivated atoms, as reported by 
a foreign news service recently “ ... long 
before the current H-bomb tests radioactive 
Cease already spread everywhere in the 
world,” 


in 


= * ” 


In addition, H-bombs can be made so big 
that “they will probably find nowhere safe 
enough to test them.” 

All crew-members of the Fukuryu Maru 
were found to be more or less seriously 
burned by the radiation. 

At least six other fishing boats that made 
ports since March 1 have so far reacted to 
Geiger counter tests. 19,000 Ibs of radio- 
active tuna and other fish were distributed in 
fish markets in Tokio and its satellite cities, 
and crews still wearing their atom-dusted 
clothes went about the port. 

Blood-forming bone marrow was attacked 
by these “bone-seeker” rays, and treatment 


must concentrate on the ejection of this 
radioactivity from the body. The normal 
count of bone marrow cells is from 100,000 
to 200,000. 


According to an examination of six crew- 
men, their count was down to 50,000 and 
even 20,000. It is believed that this destruc- 
tion of the cells was caused by the penetra- 
tion of Strontium and Barium into the bone 
marrow. 


The fishermen were showered with radiation 
from the head down, the intensity decreasing 
in the lower parts of the body. The most 
exposed were the head, neck, armpits, both 
hands and abdomen. As a result of treatment 
with various medicines, the radioactivity of 
the skin decreased. 


According to chemical analysis, the “ Bikini 
death dust” contained the dangerous elements 


ciliation. 
Hiroshinia, 


BOUT nine years ago, | experienced the effects of radiation at Hiroshima. Twenty-five hours 
after the bomb exploded at Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, | was sent there as a member of 
the relief party from Moji where | had been on military duty as a marine. We did not know the 
bomb was an atomic bomb even after the war was over, and | returned to my home on Sep- 
tember 15. {t is quite impossible for me to put down on paper the tragic spectacle | saw there. 


Children suffering from burns, crying, tottering to me, fell on the ground before | reached 
them. Some passed away in my arms. Four weeks, day after day, and night after night, 1 (18 
years old) had to work as mother, nurse, doctor, minister and undertaker. After a few days at 
most of us lost our appetites. | had no taste for meat, bread or rice, nothing except 


Hiroshima, 
wine that | had never wanted before. 


All of us lost weight. Most of us had bowel trouble and suffered from bleeding gums. When 
| returned home, everybody tooked at me surprisedly, saying | must have been affected by the 


! was poisoned by atomic radiation 


ICHIRO TAKENAKA is the son of Katsuo Takenaka, deputy-leader of the Japanese 
Social Democratic Party and member of the Japanese Diet. 

_ Both father and son are active members of the Japanese Fellowship of Recon- 
Here Ichiro Takenaka describes his experiences as a relief worker at 


THE SLOW DEATH FROM BIKINI 


Strontium-90 and Barium-140 which have 
ae es the bone marrow and upset the 
lood supply system of the two hospitalized 
fishermen. 


Professor Masao Tsuzuki of Tokio Univers- 
ity, announced that the dust contained the 
other elements Zirconium-95, Niobium-95, 
Iodine-132, and Tellurium-132. And there was 
little difference, except for the presence of 
iodine, with the material used in the atom- 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in 1945. Neither zinc nor silver atomic fission 
products have been detected in the dust so 


far. 


The power of this new weapon—five mega- 
tons of TNT, 250 times the force of the 
Hiroshima-type—is becoming ever greater, 
and may become uncontrollable. There is yet 
no sure means to safeguard mankind from 
the danger arising even from experiments with 
it. This new energy could ruin the whole 
world. However, if atomic energy were used 
peacefully, human society could prosper for 
ever. 


atomic bomb. It was the first time | had heard the words “atomic bomb,” because nobody 
knew about it in the camp. We called it “a new-type bomb.” 


| will never forget at Hiroshima a little girl about. nines years, old, burnt over her whole 
body, who said when she died in my arms, “1 hate the WAR itself.” 


From that time on, | was an absolute pacifist. 


As soon as | arrived home, | was sent to Kyoto University Hospital to be examined by a 
specialist who had some experience of atomic sickness. The diarrhoea and bleeding from the 
gums continued nearly six months, and it took nearly a year for my white corpuscles to return 
to normal condition. | was in bed for a year after | returned home. 


That was what the atom bomb meant to me 


HIROSHIMA 


by JACK WODDIS 


The news of the devastating and tragic effects 
of the H-bomb tests in the Pacific have brought 
to mind a film | saw a few months ago in 
Tokyo. 


The film was “ Hiroshima.” It is, without 
doubt, one of the most remarkable films | have 
ever seen. Remarkable not only from the point 
of view of the production, direction, photo- 
graphy and acting, but above all from the stand- 
point of its content and its peace message. 

The original story of the film is based on the 
authentic documents of Japanese school-children 
who had been atom-bombed in Hiroshima. The 
film was made on the initiative of the Japanese 
Teachers’ Union. 


This Union is an outstanding champion of 
peace. Outside its premises hangs a permanent 
slogan: “We shall never send our children to 
the battle-flelds again!” The decision of the 
Japanese teachers to make this film was widely 
supported by the Japanese people, whose yearn- 
ing for peace is more strongly expressed than 
that ot most other people I have met in recent 
travels. 


The money for this great film, £100,000, was 
contributed by 500,000 teachers, with public 
support. No less than 40,000 citizens took part 
as “ extras.” 


_ The story opens with a scene of a class-room 
in Hiroshima today, where children are listening 
to a broadcast of a book written by the airman 
who dropped the atom-bomb on Hiroshima. A 
little girl suddenly calls out: “Stop it, please!” 
and then collapses face down on her desk, blood 
trickling from her nose. She is taken to a 
doctor—and diagnosed as suffering from the 
effects of the bomb—" seven years after it has 
been dropped.” 


From a hospital scene, where the little girl is 
awaiting a slow death, the film then goes into a 
flash-back of the whole ghastly episode of the 


bombing. 
° @ 


Words cannot describe these terrible scenes. 
No stills, shocking as they are, can convey the 
full effect made by this film—for even worse are 
the sounds. 


The sounds of women wailing; the screaming 
of a soldier who has gone out of his mind and 
wanders wild-eyed through the smoke and 
flames; the grief of a mother for her lost 
children ; the piteous cries of a child who stands 
lost and forlorn, in a temporary shelter, sur- 
abe by the bodies of groaning and weeping 
victims. 


The film then shifts to Hiroshima today. We 
see a ruined town, a city of rubble, where 
youngsters try to help their parents by turning 
professional beggars or selling as souvenirs to 
tourists the skulls they have dug up from the 
city ruins. The boy who leads the juvenile gang 
into selling skulls is arrested. 


But in his defence he explains : 


el was working in an ammunition works. 1 
quit when they started to make bullets and 
shells. | wouldn’t make them because | don’t 
want to help make another war. | don’t want 
to see another Hiroshima anywhere, in any 
country. Selling skulls can’t be as bad as turning 
people into skeletons.” 


As the film ends we see a group of children, 
with their teacher, walking in Hiroshima by the 
river, They are singing a song of peace, a song 
about the people of the world working together 
to build a life of happiness, peace and plenty for 
everyone, 


It is impossible to witness this film and not 
feel one’s conscience stirred. Wherever this film 
is shown the desire to stop the H-bomb and all 
wars will grow. That is why | would urge all 
those who want peace to lend their support for 
the import of the film “ Hiroshima” into Britain, 
and its wide distribution on British screens. 


THE PICTURES 
ON THIS PAGE 


THE pictures on this page are stills from this 
remarkable film. 

Top left, young girls, who have been 
wounded by the atom bomb, pray in Hiroshima 
church. These young girls, who have lost their 
woman's birthright and will never be able to 
marry, pray with all their hearts for world 
peace and “‘n0 more Hiroshimas.” 

These young bomb victims portray the role 
in at film that they actually experienced in 
real life. 


Top right, a mother, with her head burnt, 
manages to get out through the collapsed roof 
of her house. “Mitchiko! Akio!” her cry 
rings out calling her children—but it finishes 
in a strange silence. 

Lower, groups of people almost naked move 
towards Hijimaya Hill. 

Their faces, bodies, arms and legs are cov- 
ered in blood and dirt.- Their skin is torn off, 
their hair is turning white, their clothes are in 
rags. 


Indian Women’s Appeal 


WE appeal to women all over the world to 

condemn with all the emphasis at their 
command the use of highly destructive 
Weapons at any time and under any circum- 
stances. 


We do not believe that the end justifies 
the means and that good can ever come 
through the mass destruction of innocent 
human beings. 


The alternative to fear is hope based on wise 
and courageous leadership which, recognising 
differences, continues a patient search for a 
common pattern in which a diverse world 
society may live together in security and peace. 


We appeal to the statesmen of all’ nations 
to give such leadership to the world inthis 
hour of peril.—India’s women MPs. 


sn 


TUTUTUTUTL LLL LLL = 


Professor 


Kathleen Lonsdale on 


THE BOMB 
AND 


INTERNATIONAL CONTROL 


ONE effect of the shock that has resulted from public realisation of the devastating 


power of the hydrogen bomb is that from many sides there is a demand for 
a re-opening of the negotiations for the international control of atomic energy. 


But time does not stand still, Eight years 
ago scientists believed in the possibility—the 
technical possibility—of effective control. Now 
they are not so sure that it is even technically 
possible. 


Psychological and political difficulties there 
have always been. The scientists who in June 
1945 petitioned President Truman asking that 
atomic bombs should not be dropped on 
Japanese cities, predicted that “If the United 
States were to be the first to release this new 
means of indiscriminate destruction of man- 
kind, she would sacrifice public support 
throughout the world, precipitate the race for 
armaments, and prejudice the possibility of 
reaching an international agreement on the 
future control of such weapons.” 


The public was horrified at first, but quickly 
recovered, and even dared to hope that the 
obvious necessity for international agreement 
on control would set a pattern for agreement 
in other fields. 


Speculation 


It is casy to be wise after the cvent, of 
course, but it is tempting to speculate what 
modifications in the initial negotiations there 
might have been had there been any realisa- 
tion of the fact that within less than nine 
years the USA would have a stockpile of 
atomic bombs some 25 times as powerful as 
the Hiroshima bomb and probably numbered 
in thousands, that hydrogen bombs of power 
limited only by the capacity for delivery would 
have been manufactured and tested, and that 
the USSR would also have atomic and hydro- 
gen bombs. Each side had begun, as barganing 
so often begins, by stating an extreme position. 


Both agreed on the necessity for control and 
inspection by an international authority, both 
agreed on the necessity for all nations to cease 
to manufacture, stockpile or use atomic 
weapons. But they disagreed sharply on the 
questions of safeguards, of priorities, of transi- 
tion stages. of the right of the international 
agency itself to develop atomic weapons and 
on the necessity for the abolition of the veto 
in respect of sanctions for violation of the 
agreement. 


The majority of the UN, led by the USA, 
insisted on international ownership and 
management of atomic facilitics, on continuous 
and rigorous inspection, including systematic 
ground and aerial (photographic) surveys, on 
control prior to the banning of atomic 
weapons; the USSR would agree only to 
periodic inspection of nationally-owned and 
“declared” plants, with special investigations 
on suspicion of clandestine activities, and 
insisted that first of all there must be a ban 
on Weapons, with the control convention to 
follow, 


Modifications 


Later the USSR modified its position con- 
siderably and offered simultaneous conventions 
on prohibition and control and finally in 
January 1952, accepted the principle of con- 
tinuous inspection, but only of declared 
facilities, and still refused to agree to inter- 
National ownership or management. 


The USA also modified its original position 
substantially in December 1950 by deciding on 
co-ordination of the work of the Atomic 
Energy Commission and of the Commission 
for Conventional Armaments, as a result of 
which the AEC was replaced by a Disarma- 
ment Commission which, however, adjourned 
without achieving its desired purpose— agreed 
proposals for the “regulation, limitation and 
balanced reduction of all armed forces and all 
armaments, for the elimination of all major 
weapons adaptable to mass destruction, and for 
effective international control of atomic energy 
to ensure the prohibition of atomic weapons 
and the use of atomic energy for peaceful 
purposes only.” The Disarmament Com- 
mission has Now been recalled. What new 
chance has it of success? 

It is clear that in 1948 the Soviet Union 
was Willing to Tun the Tisk of leaving a pre- 
ponderant strength in atomic weapons in the 
hands of the USA rather than risk opening up 
her OWN territories to the extent demanded by 
the inspection requirements of the majority of 
the UN, or of surrendering national 
sovereignty to the extent. demanded by a 


system of international ownership and manage- 


ment. 
Suggestions 


What more does she stand to lose now by 
continued refusal? And would the USA now 
be willing to throw her own stockpiles open 
to international inspection and control, even 
in view of the fact that she no longer has a 
monopoly? Would the UN majority be pre- 
pared to make specific suggestions for a system 
of atomic energy plant and production quotas 
that would be likely to satisfy the power- 
hungry nations, and for a_ timetable for 
contro] which would ensure that neither side 
has any substantial advantage over the other 
at any stage of the proceedings? 


If so, then it may be as well to make detailed 
proposals, rather than stall on the question of 
the more abstract principles. In fact, I am 
sure that it is of no value to re-open negotia- 
tions for the international control of atomic 
energy unless we have something new to say, 
some new offer to make. 


That it is necessary to say something new is 
quite certain, for the situation with regard to 
technical control is no longer what it was in 
the initial stages of atomic development. Then 
the amounts of fissionable material actually 
processed were relatively so small that it would 
have been quite feasible to account accurately 
for all or sufficient of it. 


Now they are so large that it would be 
quite impossible to know if one or other party 
to any agreement were ‘“ keeping some up her 
sleeve.” And we have to remember that only 
a small amount of fissionable material is 
needed to detonate a hydrogen bomb (or a 
cobalt bomb) of unlimited power. 


Probability 


No amount of inspection could really guard 
against such a danger, and in case of war, 
when the inspection system would in any case 
have broken down, the probability is that both 
sides would again give atomic weapons a high 
priority. Any kind of agreement now demands 
an act of faith in the good faith of others 
that would not, at first, have been necessary. 
It is of no use to ask for the re-opening of 
negotiations unless we understand these things 
quite clearly. 

On the other hand, the situation, although 
far more dangerous in fact, is also in some 
ways more favourable. The Soviet Union did 
not proceed to invade Western Europe in 1948 
or 1949 when she would probably have been in 
the most favourable position to do so, had 
that been her intention. Presumably it was not. 
Now that Stalin is dead, the Soviet administra- 
tion is certainly showing itself to be a little 
more liberal, not as yet in any major way, but 
in a hundred small ways. 

There was a very prompt and relatively 
courteous reply to President Eisenhower's 
dramatic proposal at the UN Assembly last 
December for a new approach to the problem 
of atomic energy, which was basically an offer 
(without any mention of the Baruch plan) 
from the US to “meet privately with such 
other countries as may be principally involved, 
to seek an acceptable solution to the atomic 
armaments race” and an assurance that 
“The United States would seek more than the 
mere reduction or elimination of atomic 
materials available for military purposes.” 


Proposal 


This was then followed by a proposal for 
the immediate setting up of an international 
atomic energy agency under the aegis of the 
UN which, using uranium and_fissionable 
materials contributed by “ governments in- 
volved to the extent permitted by elementary 
prudence,” would “devise methods whereby 
this fissionable material would be allowed to 
serve ... the needs of agriculture, medicine 
and . . . to provide abundant electrical energy 
in the power-starved areas of the world.” 

It was a fine speech, and it is a pity that the 
meaning of it has been obscured by subsequent 
belligerent declarations on the part of Mr. 
Dulles, and by the President’s military budget 
for 1954. However, perhaps we must expect 
that each side, having got itself into an almost 
untenable position, must put out cautious 
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LITTLE MAN 
WHAT NOW? 


LETTERS 


The Hydrogen Bomb or... 


TIYHE Hydrogen Bomb is an effect and not 

the cause of tensions such as have caused 
two world wars and are driving politicians and 
their followers to a third. The major tension- 
causing nations today are Germany, Japan. 
Britain, the USA and Russia. 


Germany has lost large areas of her best 
food-growing acres and been saddled with ten 
million refugees, with the result that she must 
import 65 per cent. of her food as against 20 
per cent. before the last war. Japan has lost 
Manchuria and other sources of food and raw 
materials, and is in a much worse plight than 
Germany. Britain still clings to an economy 
which necessitates importing over 50 per cent. 
of her food, and like the USA wants more 
armaments and higher living standards. 

The USA is now living at so high a level 
of consumption that her demands upon raw 
material resources~of the outside world are 
rising at a phenomenal rate. 


feelers for peace accompanied by loud pro- 
testations of justified intransigence in respect 
of its own foreign policy. 


What is really dangerous, on the other hand, 
is the fact that atomic weapons have virtually 
achieved conventional status, both in the USSR 
and in the USA, so that President Eisenhower 
was able to say that “In the United States, the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force and the Marine 
Corps are all capable of putting this weapon 
to military use,” and that these weapons are 
presumably being supplied, or may be supplied 
to the allies of the United States. 


General Gruenther, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander in Europe, told the Oslo Military 
Academy in January that a ban on atomic 
weapons would cripple his forces; and on 
February 2, the US House Armed Services 
Committee gave final approval to a secret Air 
Force plan to build a world-wide chain of 
atom-bomb storage bases. 


Urgency 


I am not sure that any of us would feel that 
Mr. Syngman Rhee could be trusted to keep 
atomic weapons unused once he had them, and 
this might easily precipitate an atomic war. 


I believe it is a matter of urgency, therefore, 
that atomic weapons should be eliminated 
altogether. And since it is unreasonable to 
expect that the US will consent to the aboli- 
tion of the particular weapon in which she still 
has the advantage, it is essential that the 
elimination of atomic weapons should be 
accompanied by universal disarmament of all 
nations. 


But this in itself would lead to endless hag- 
gling and bitterness as long as it is only partial 
disarmament. Each nation will want to keep 
just those weapons or that particular military 
“arm” that give it an advantage. In any 
case even a nucleus of military organisation 
can be rapidly expanded and once war began 
it would not take long for atomic weapons to 
be developed once more. 


It seems an inevitable conclusion, therefore, 
that if future atomic wars are to be avoided, 
the reduction of armaments must be not a one- 
third or a two-thirds reduction, but a genuine 
disarmament down to police levels of an agreed 
standard. 


Willingness 


This, in order to be generally agreed, would 
have to be preceded or accompanied by a 
willingness to recognise all de facto govern- 
ments and to admit them to the UN if they 
wished to be admitted, that is, if they 
were willing to abide by its Charter, amended 
and revised as necessary ; it would have to be 
accompanied by some form of inspection (and 
the USSR might well be asked to clarify her 
own position in this respect more precisely and 
in detail) and it would also have to be 
accompanied by a recognition that since it is 
now literally impossible to guarantee, even by 
the most rigorous inspection, that any nation 
which has fissionable material will not have 
some hidden away, the only way of ensuring 
world peace and, security will be by the co- 
Operation of the peoples of the world them- 
selves, who could see to it that no military 
organisation ever reared its head again in 
their own country. 


Such co-operation would involve a new 
attitude on the part of many who have become 
used to foreign policies backed by military 
threats, but it has now become essential to 
abandon such policies if civilisation is to 
survive. 


It is, I believe, essential that those who 
campaign for public support of the abolition 
of nuclear weapons and for the international 
control of atomic energy should realise, and 
make the public realise, all that this in fact 
implies. Meanwhile a “ standstill agreement ” 
of the kind suggested by Mr. Nehru to the 
Disarmament Commission might give us a 
breathing space which ought to be used to 
the full in such public education, not merely 
by individuals such as ourselves but by 
governments. 
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In order to maintain their present economies 
and ways of life these four nations must export 
rising quantities of manufactured goods in 
order to procure necessary food, the raw 
materials with which to make the exports, 
armaments, and the commodities necessary for 
home consumption. 


In a world of diminished markets, more 
markets than ever in the past are being 
demanded by the four nations named. No 
wonder finance ministers al! over the world are 
at their wits end regarding their markets and 
supplies. 

Russia. and her satellites, on the other hand, are 
striving to achieve a block self-sufliciency, while they 
eagerly watch the Democratic Powers move towards an 
insoluble crisis. Meanwhile Washingtom and Moscow 
regard each other with increasing suspicion and distrust. 
Let us have an anti-Hydrogen Bomb campaign by all 
means, but let us make the cause of its appearance 
indubitably clear, and also what is demanded of the 
nations, especially of our own nation, and of ourselves 
as persons, if the H-Bomb is to be outhawed. 


WILFRED WELLOCK. 
Orchard Lea. New Longton. 
Preston. 


A Devilsend to Pacl&fists 


Hyow all hell must be laughing at the ease 

with which pacifists, who really could 
bring peace to the world, can be persuaded that 
protest activities are really promoting the 
objects they sincerely believe in. 


Whether or not there is an Arch-enemy of 
Mankind, we are being duped, and cunningly 
deflected from the true way to peace. The very 
excellence of our intentions is being used 
against us, to make us do things that appear to 
be profitable so that we should fail to be 
conscious of and neglect what would funda- 
mentally count. 


The Peace Movement has all along been 
beguiled by limited successes, and will yet be 
further beguiled by more spectacular ones as 
the gravity of the situation deepens. We shall 
even be congratulating ourselves as our doom 
draws nearer. 

No one likes to think or to admit that he has been 
deceived, but mercifully it is not too late to recognise 
and repudiate the lying spirit which has been victimising 
us. Peace can be won and humanity saved if we have the 


vision and the courage to do what is made to seem to us 
as if it would be bound to fail. 


HUGH J, SCHONFIELD. 
30 Wood Lane, 
Highyate, N.6. 


The Only Way 


JN a notable article in the daily press 

Ancurin Bevan says some wise things about 
the current Hydrogen bomb adventures. His 
words should be printed in leaflet form and 
pushed through every letter box in the country. 
In restrained terms weighted with meaning 
he urges the outlawing of war and the sub- 
stitution of peace by co-operation. At last the 
voice of the people... 


Professor Einstein who furnished the key 
formula which led to nuclear fission experi- 
ments is a very saddened old man at the way 
things are going. It is reported he said the 
other day: 

“At the decisive moment I shall speak. | am waiting 


for the grave moment before T begin to shout with all 
my strength.” 


A. D. HUNTER. 
28 The Grove, 
Ealing, W.S. 


Freedom of the Seas 


MAY not the difference which some people 
*" find in the reaction to the H-Bomb set off 
by the Russians, and the present series by 
USA, be due to the fact that Russian territory 
only was involved in the one case .and pre- 
sumably any ill effects would be felt by 
Soviet citizens alone, while the USA bombs 
have an immediate effect on what is usually 
admitted to be the free property of every 
human being--the High Seas? 

Is there not a legal point here which should be 
investigated before any more H-bombs are set off ? 


) OLIVE MURPRY. 
da The Ridgeway, 
“Hi. 


Memeries of Morel 


TPHE present crisis in respect of the Hydro- 

gen Bomb and its unpredictable effects 
call to mind the burning words of E. D. 
Morel, written in 1923. What would he have 
written today? 


“You pollute the skies with winged flotillas 
of annihilation . . . In cold blood you plan the 
people’s doom . . . Science you prostitute. in 
in Murder’s service . . . Massacre of a scale 
never before dreamt of ... destruction of 
teeming cities . . . of population .. . of crops 

. of all vegetable life...” 

“In God's name, who and what are you that do 

these things? Whence your right to mule, to govern, to 


administer? Does warning of a wrath to come not 
cross the threshold of vour complacency ? * 


D. B. JACKSON. 


49 Adelaide Rd.. 
Dublin. 
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A pacifist’s 
guideto pleasure 


by Sybil Morrison 


MRS. Langley Moore's writing has always 
Mv delighted me, and my knowledge that 
she is a pacifist invariably enhanced my 
pleasure in reading her delectable phrases, in 
sharing her keen reasoning, and in rejoicing 
at her exquisite sense of humour. 


Now she writes of the very thing she is so 
competent to yield to all her readers—pleasure 
—({PLeasurE by Doris Langley Moore. 
Cassell 16s.) and though there may be some 
pacifists who will be a trifle shocked to 
find a pacifist who believes it to be a sin 
to make a virtue of mortifying the senses, 
vet I think most will! find it impossible not 
1o delight in this successful attempt to “‘ reveal 
the good and healthful properties of pleasure 
in such a way that the fear it habitually in- 
spires shall be recognised . . . as a contempt- 
ible cowardice and among the greatest of 
evils.” 


The book is eminently readable because 
every sentence is a joy to the ear and also 
to the mind. KH is the kind of book that 
causes one to pull out a pencil in order to 
mark forthwith the wise and stimulating 
comments on matters that touch upon the 
daily life of every one of us. 


* x 


All that the author has to say about war 
is fundamentally the pacifist doctrine, and 
since the book Is likely to appeal to a much 
wider range of readers than pacifists alone, 
it fills me with gratitude and delight that 
such readers will, while enjoying her thoughts 
on pleasure, be obliged to ab-oib also her 
penctrating remarks about war. 

Here are some of them: 

Everyone in the twenticth century claims 
to be peace-loving, but our continuing 
history of wars and preparations for war 
gives the lie to our professions. We have 
massive and irrefutable records of the past 
to teach us, if we would learn, that war 
begets war and not peace, and that, wherever 
peace has been sought by extensive military 
preparations, war in the course of time has 
assuredly — followed ... ever’ when the 
fullest’ allowance is made for the attrac- 
tions (these such as ready-made excite- 
ment, adventure, ete. are enumerated) * the 
cult of war is the ultimate manifestation 
of the cult of pain, and the most bitter and 
tragic corollary to the fear of pleasure, 


Mr. Graham Greene has casually placed 
among (our primitive duties as human be- 
ings’ that of ‘dying if the authorities 
demand it’ a view which is indeed a start- 
ling illustration of the tritumph of politics. 
Yet so widely has it been accepted in this 
century that to many it is the only proper 
and honourable one-~-except, of course, 
when it is our enemies who hold it... 
Since primitive duties are not confined to 
Britons, we ought to recognise the good con- 
duct of our enemics in obeying any order 
of a lethal nature received from their 
Governments. Yet this is a logic which in 
wartime certainly appeals to no one... 
and the soldier does not deceive himself 
with any notion that he is being ordered 
by the authorities to die, when it is very 
clear that they would greatly prefer him to 
kill. Perhaps if patriotic ladies and gentle- 
men everywhere would stop talking about 
their willingness to die and look frankly at 
what is really required of combatants, they 
would not feel so noble about giving carte 
blanche in advance to politicians. 


* * 


And the penultimate paragraph contains 
this: 


“Whenever he is allowed to be an indi- 
vidual, man is kinder, more merciful, more 
honouruble, and less vindictive than he has 
ever been before; and if he were to learn 
in time that moral courage is higher than 
physical—high as that may be— he might 
even yet reclaim his precarious future.” 


It would be entirely false if, by these 
quotations, [| gave an impression that this 
thought-provoking. fascinating examination of 
the ethics of pleasure was a book about paci- 
fism; it isn’t, but it contains, nevertheless, 
some shrewd comments on the state of the 
world today, and reveals the author's own 
creed unmistakably. I, at any rate. am deeply 
grateful to her. 
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PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday May 2 


Studio, 29 Addison Ave., London W.il 
(Near Holland Park Stn.) 


Discourse by Swami Avyaktananda 
« Communion, Communism and Peace” 


} RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


—BOOUSS 


LAND OF 
HOPE 


by Leslie Hale M.-P. 

HEN Gandhi died Nehru broadcast 

on the All-Indian Radio with deep 
emotion “ Friends and comrades the light 
has gone out of our lives and there is 
darkness everywhere. . . . Our beloved 
leader, Bapu as we called him, the father 
of our nation, is no more.” 


It is said that more people than had ever 
assembled together before in the history of the 
world, stood in tears to watch the funeral 
procession of the greatest man of his day 
and_ generation. 


Gandhi had only commenced his political 
battles in India in 1915 and it was some years 
later that following the massacre of Amritsar 
he decided that India must leave the Empire. 
Born in 1869 with apparently no outstanding 
intellectual capacity, he left India an “ out- 
caste”? to read for the bar in England. 


Young, shy, wholly lacking self-confidence, 
yet possessing a determination in his search 
for what was right which gave him enormous 
strength, he still left England as an unknown 
fledgling barrister. At the Bar in India he 
failed lamentably. Persecution made him. 


GANDHI ON THE SALT MARCH 


When he arrived in Africa and saw the lot 
of his countrymen, he started a movement 
opposed to violence, but opposed to discrim- 
ination. He literally carried out the most 
difficult of Christ’s injunctions, the instruction 
lo turn the other cheek. Unmoved by perse- 
cution or prosecution he fought the powers 
in South Africa and won. 


Once he sent to General Smuts a pair of 
sandals as a symbolic tribute of the fact 
that he bore no malice for persecution. 
On Gandhi’s_ seventieth birthday Smuts 
returned them saying “He was unworthy 
to stand in the shoes of so great a man.” 


To Europeans he was “the man in the 
diaper.” To Sir Winston Churchill he was 
“a seditious Middie Temple lawyer, now 
posing as a fakir . . . striding half naked up 
the steps of the Vice-regal Palace.” To the 
people of India he was Bapu, the father. 


One day Christians will say that a lesson 
has been taught in the life of this man that 
shows that with moral courage, determination 
and a passionate desire for truth, the teachings 
of the New Testament can be lived in the 
complex modern world. 


In 1942 the British arrested him for the 
last time. While he was in prison his be- 
loved wife died. While he was there too 
about two million of his fellow countrymen 
died in the agony of starvation, because my 
Lord Tom Noddy had forgotten to take 
the necessary precautions. He was in prison 
for 634 days on that occasion. On_ his 
release he continued to fight and won his 
battle with moral force. 


A newly freed India mourned him. Lord 
and Lady Mountbatten sat on the ground 
before the funeral pyre with their comforting 
arms around the weeping Nehru. There were 
800,000,000 eyes in the Indian peninsula that 
day and most of them shed tears. 


Chester Bowles was the first American 
Ambassador to India and has recorded his 
experience in a most moving and important 
book “ Ambassador’s Report.”* 


it is tremendous fun to journey with this 
thoroughly decent progressively minded 
American through India and as far as Nepal, 
where he quite bluntly told the facts of life 
to the reigning Sovereign, Shri Shri Shri 
Maharaja Tribhubana Vir, Bikram Jang 
Bahadur Shah Bahadur Shamsher, Jang Deva- 
nam Sadasamarvijayinam. 


Shri Shri Shri, etc. listened patiently and 
when Chester Bowles said “The wise man 
faced with total disaster gives up half and 
saves the rest,” he began to give way. 


Chester Bowles’s children went to an Indian 
school and were amazed at the generous treat- 
ment they had from their fellow pupils. He 
saw the first elections in India, and admitting 
himself dubious at the start of the experiment, 
confesses himself frankly impressed. 

All over India there were 77 parties, but 
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One man 
revolution 


by John M. Todd 


The Autobiography of a Catholic Anarchist by 
Ammon Hennacy. Catholic Worker Books, 
New York. $3.00. 


AAMMON HENNACY is a prophet. a 

sign that man is still alive, that 
Christianity is still valid. and that Paci- 
fism is not confined to sects or to 
theorists. 


The title might mislead. Ammon was born 
in 1893. He has been an anarchist all his 
life, being in jail in the 1914-18 war for 
refusing to register. 


He became a Catholic only in 1952. But 
he remained an anarchist, a believer in and 
a practical apostle of the non-violent and 
fasting methods of Gandhi. a pacifist and a 
tax-refuser. 


His book is really the story of his dis- 
covery of the Catholic Worker group in 
America, and his gradual conviction that of 
all the people he came up against in the 
States—and they were very many for he was 
ever travelling, ever speaking and discussing, 
in private and public—these Catholics 
associated with the name of Dorothy Day. 
ex-Communist, were the most reliable, and 
most practically religious. determined pacifists 


and radicals. 
mas 
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Reviewing this book as a Catholic myself, 
it is hearicning to find that its author did 
not receive more rebuffs from priests than 
ae did during the many years before, during 
and after the war when he used to sell the 
Catholic Worker persistently in public, in- 
cluding outside Catholic Churches, although 
he himself was not a Catholic. 


Ammon is a humble man, but he has told 
us sforyv honesily and many events reveal him 
as a man whose jove and non-violence go 
to ihe very depths of his being. It is im- 
possible to count the number of times he 
answered 1ough words and violent threats with 
the blend of good-wiil and good logic which 
ye says he learnt from Gandhi. This is not 
something to be practised entirely at will; 
it is the fruit of a life of real integrity. 
this fearlessness comes out many times. the 
fearlessness of a man completely sacrificed 
with nothing to lose. 


The way to avoid paying taxes in America 
is to work on day shifts for individual 
farmers; this makes it impossible for the tax 
men to catch up on you. 


Ammon is completely honest; he keeps 
a record of his earnings and sends it in to 
the tax office, stating that he refuses to pay 
tax because 75 per cent goes for atom 
bombs and war preparation and that as an 
anarchist he has no need of the govern- 
ment, police. etc., which are paid for in the 
other 25 per cent. 


But he leaves it to the tax men to find out 
where he earned the money; they cannot 
prove that he has earned it, and there is no 
Jaw under which they can convict a man who 
declares his earnings but does not pay. 

~ af 
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It is not surprising that the priest who bap- 
tised Ammon baptised him with the name of 
St. John the Baptist. The name is appropriate. 
He is a prophet. And he has found a unique 
thing: a truly logical way of life for a pacifist 
in America. It involves an even more radical 
rejection of state and society than that prac- 
tised by the British sculptor, Eric Gill, and 
it would be impossible, or virtually impossible, 
for a family man. Ammon calls himself a 
one-man _ revolution. 


As a book the autobiography can only be 
called rambling and almost entirely lacking in 
form. But its subject is sufficiently unique 
and attractive for this very considerable defect 
not to matter greatly. It also means that the 
book can be read in big quantities or small 
quantities, at any time, starting anywhere; it 
is a completely crude narrative, simply the 
raw material of what happened to Ammon. 
What did happen is suflicient to recommend 
the book. Its most obvious message is simply 
that it really is not necessary for everyone to 
conform, and that if you keep on long enough 
not conforming, the citizens of even such a 
socially totalitarian and conventional nation as 
America will begin to say “ Well done! Keep 
it up!” 

Its deepest message is the message of the 
good news of man at his best, the good news 
of love. 


Self-Government | 
for Wales | 


Send for 
“Welsh Nation.” 44d. a month; 
4s. Od. a year. 
* Plaid Cymru and its Message,” 
8d. 
“ Historical Basis of Welsh Nat- 
1onalism.” 7s. 6d.: postage 6d. 
“What is Welsh Nationalism? ” 
by H. W. J. Edwards, 74d. 
And List of Publications. 
PLAID CYMRU (Welsh Party) OFFICES 
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30 YEARS 
TO GO 


by Robert Greacen 
1984 : by George Orwell. Penguin. 


TTHE Ministry of Truth—‘ Minitrue” as it 
“is called in “ Newspeak,” the official 
language of Oceania—is an enormous building, 
a fortress of dazzling white concrete. 

Terrace after terrace it soars to a height of 
300 metres. an insane architect's dream come 
true. 


There, on its white face, can be found in 
elegant capitals the three slogans of the 
Party: WaR IS PEACE, FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, 
IGNORANCE 1S STRENGTH. 


Winston Smith, the hero of George Orwell's 
terrifyingly vivid novel, /984, now available 
as a two-shilling Penguin, works in the 
Records Department of the Ministry of Truth. 
Merely one of the several million members of 
the Outer Party he might equally well work in 
the Ministry of Peace (the ‘* Newspeak “ 
name for the War Office) or the Ministry of 
Love (headquarters of the Thought Police) 
into which the visitor penetrates leaving be- 
hind him a series of barbed-wire entangle- 
mnts and steel doors. 


This Mr. Smith is one of the last men to 
rebel against the Party’s authority and ideas— 
a conscientious objector to the Big Lie, a 
man who, despite all his early conditioning. 
longs for some of the old-fashioned ways that 
existed before the Party took over. He finds 
an ally in Julia, whose heart rebels against 
soulless uniformity as strongly as Winston’s 
head. On its simplest level the story unfolds 
the details of their brief relationship before 
detection, punishment and reformation by the 
Party secret police. 

“The Party” is a kind of amalgam of 
Communism and Fascism, a pure totalitarian- 
ism—that is. one which does not even claim 
to exist for the traditional reason, the good 
of the people. but which exults in power for 
its own sake. Power has, in this Brave New 
World. become the ultimate reality, both end 
and means. Only the “ proles” (as the work- 
ing class are invariably called) are free to 
experience life in the old ways; they are 
supplied with “dope” literature and music 
in case any of them might begin to have 
awkward thoughts. 


==. 


For Party members the situation ts sharply 
contrasted. The Party itself has of course 
been divided into two sections, Inner and 
Outer. Winston Smith belongs to the Outer 
Party which is the more strictly disciplined 
of the two and has less access to genuine 
information. At the root of his being there 
exists a wholly un-Party hankering for the 
almost forgotten attitudes: falling in love, 
being sceptical of authority. having an interest 
in the arts. 

The Party leaders take a stern view of 
such deviations—love, for example, is strongly 
discouraged, because it tends to create too 
strong a bond between men and women, who 
ought to love Big Brother above all others. 
After all, he loves them, or so they are con- 
tinually told. The great failing of Winston 
Smith is that, despite all his early condition- 
ing. he does not fundamentally love Big 
Brother. Mere obedience will not satisfy the 
Party bosses. 


That, roughly, ts the nightmare world that 
George Orwell saw as a future reality, unless 
.. . The question it poses is whether Orwell's 
projection is a sheer distortion or a mere ex- 
tension of the present-day norm. On a 
materialist view of life there can be no doubt 
that something as horrible as this /984 night- 
mare will eventually come into existence. But 
such a view implies an over-simplification and 
a refusal to face equally material facts, the 
existence of faith and the will to dissent. 


The Winston Smiths of the world, weak as 
they are in terms of crude power, can be 
strong through faith. It seems unlikely that 
either individually or collectively they would 
wait until the super police state had been set 
up before stirring themselves. 

When George Orwell wrote 1984 he was 
already a sick man; and this novel, with all 
its bitterness and disillusion, and its jangling 
note of despair, belongs to the literature of 
illness. The novel appeared in 1949 and the 
author died in January 1950. The stylistic 
vigour and satirical force of 1984 might de- 
celve one into thinking that Orwell’s faculties 
were unimpaired at the time of writing. But 
the novel’s merits belong essentially to an 
earlier, healthier Orwell. Yet the honesty of 
purpose that glows in it. as in all his work, 
must go unquestioned. 

Winston Smith, defeated in the end, admits 
his “ guilt’”—the last four words are ‘He 
loved Big Brother.” One puts the book down 
exasperated yet stimulated. It is good that 1984 
exists, if only as a challenge to complacent 
thinking. Yes, it can happen here, unless . . . 


DISCIPLE’S STORY 


At the feet of Bapu, Brijkrishna Chandiwala ; 
Navajivan, 1954. Rupees 4. (Housmans, 8s.). 
Gandhians will be interested in this account 
of B. Chandiwala’s personal relationship 
with the mahatma. While nothing new 
appears, a light is thrown on Gandhi which 
helps to give him a ‘third dimension’ to 
those who never knew him personally. The 
chapters on Gandhi’s thought are very 
worthwhile. Index and glossary need im- 
proving, but the plates are quite good. 


HENRY ROSE. 
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EPWORTH BOOKS 


Keeping Festival 


ROGATIONTIDE TO TRINITY 

By Donald O Soper M.A., Ph.D. Is. 3d. net. 
Here will be found concise and arresting out- 
lines of the meaning of the great Christian 
Festivals which come together after Easter— 
hence the book’s title. Rogation, Ascension, 
Whitsun, Trinity—all these are treated with 
the sure touch and “live” manner which the 
world has come to expect from Donald Soper. 


In Pastures Green 


By F. W. Boreham. Illustrated. 2s. 6d. 

Few preachers dare to preach about the 
twenty-third Psalm until they have reached 
the years of discretion and wisdom to which 
Dr. Boreham has long since attained. In this 
little book, beautifully illustrated and printed 
in photogravure, the veteran preacher and 
writer confidently expounds this greatest of all 
the Psalms, and shows how goodness and 
mercy do surround the lives of those who find 
God. 


Chureh and Society 


by Maldwyn L. Edwards, M.A., Ph.D. 7s. 6d. net. 
In this book certain lines of enquiry are 
opened up to stimulate thought on matters of 
first rate importance to those who seek the 
application of the Christian ethic in society. 


Whom God Hath Joined 


By David R. Macc, M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D. Cloth 
covers, 6s. net, Paper covers, 2s. 6d. net. : 
This book, which is notable for its insight 
and understanding, does not deal with the 
problems of married life after they have 
arisen; rather, it anticipates the causes which 
so often lead to disharmony, and shows how 
they may be removed. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS. 
25-35, City Road, London, E.C.1. 


TE TETST 
LAND OF HOPE 


{=} From page six 


45% of the electors put their cross against 
the two yoked bullocks which represented the 
Congress Party (He docs full justice to the 
courage and sincerity of the Labour Party's 
decision to free India. He has no use for 
the Colonel Blimp who said that if the British 
left India within a month there would not be 
in Bengal a rupee or a virgin.). 


And throughout the book there come facts 
which give a staggering jolt to our preconcep- 
tions. Thailand he records as a country which 
has never suffered the evils of Colonialism 
and therefore has an expectation of life nearly 
twice that of India. He reports that before 
the British went to India, Indian manufac- 
turing is said to have equalled that of Europe. 


We know that after nearly 350 years of 
British occupation, India was ninely per cent 
illiterate. He reports that within twenty-five 
years it will be wholly literate. 

This is a book you should try to get hold 
of. It is well written and deeply moving, 
yet, how strange? 


Chester Bowles, a fifty year old advertising 
could go to India with no question 


agent. i ( 
of colour bar in his. mind, could look with 
clarity, sincerity and integrity at the problems 


he saw, and one feels sure that Indians liked 
him and his wife and his family. Yet when 
he looks at the Chincse people and_ the 
problems of China, somehow he suffers from 
the inhibitions of every American. China Is 
Communist and thereupon something happens 
to his thyroid or pituitary glands. 


We, who with all our failings, haven’t yet 
caught this particular discase—though there 
are signs at the moment of a mild outbreak— 
may, We hope, say “So what?” 


* Ambassador's Report by Chester Bowles. 
Harper & Brothers, New York, $4. 


A Book for the 
Christian 


The Practice of Prayer, by Albert D. Belden, 
D.D., Rockliffe—6s. 


TPIS book is a book for the Christian. 
“ Obviously,” says the Peace News reader, 
“it ig a book on prayer.” But for a time Dr. 
Belden left me in some doubt, because he 
argues convincingly that prayer is a natural 
instinct and that if prayer is delusion “it 
would be the first instance known to science 
of nature providing @ Universal instinct or 
impulse for which no satisfaction exists.” But 
he does not develop this “universal” theme. 
This book was written for the mystic and the 
Christian: the better Christian you are, the 
etter you will like it. Written from the 
depths of his own Spiritual experience this 
book sets no limits to the power of prayer, 
neither hell, nor disease, nor the weather can 
prevail against it. It is, of course, couched in 
the language of the Church and the scriptures 
and there is much in it that will appeal to the 
theologian as well.as.to the saint. 

As Dr. Belden contends, however, that prayer 
is instinctive in human nature, I hope some 
day that he will write a book on prayer which 
will appeal to the ‘‘irreligious man-in-the- 
street” in the language of the common man. 
With Dr. Belden’s talents and understanding of 
just ordinary sinners and his flair for popular 
journalism, he is one of the very few clergy- 
men who could do so. 


ARGUMENT of 
CIVILISATION 


The Lie About the West. A _ response to 
Professor Toynbee’s Challenge by Douglas 
Jerrold. J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., 6s. 


WHEN a book written to invalidate a 
‘ thesis propounded by someone else uses 
the word “lie” in its title, it is to be ex- 
pected that it will be full of hard hits. This 
one is. 


But such a book can also be expected to hit 
straight and, in order to justify the extrava- 
gance of its title, to be outstanding in its 
power to convince. That in the opinion of 
the present reviewer, Mr. Douglas Jerrold’s 
answer to Professor Toynbee’s “The World 
and the West” is not. 


The author sets out to demolish the Toyn- 
bee thesis that present world difficulties are 
largely due to the East’s inevitable reaction 
to centuries of Western aggression; that 
Christian civilisation is one among a number 
of others which have had their day; and 
that today’s Western civilisation is, moreover, 
technical and materialistic rather than 
Christian. 


RY RR 


In this endeavour, Mr. Jerrold presents a 
well reasoned case. But many of his facts 
will not be accepted as fact by anyone less 
self-complacently certain than he is of the 
West’s beneficent role throughout the cen- 
turies of recorded history. 


Thus, carly on in his chain of reasoning, 
the author challenges Professor Toynbee’s 
citation of Alexander the Great’s invasions of 
Persia, Asia Minor, Egypt and India as an act 
of Western aggression. This is an important 
point because, for all practical purposes, it 
is the beginning of the story. But it would 
not do for Mr. Jerrold’s argument to admit it 
as an early act of aggression by Western 
civilization. So he disposes of it by the 
simple declaration: ‘There was no_ high 
civilization (in those days) in the Western 
world as the term would be used today.” 


But Alexander the Great was educated, in 
part at least, by Aristotle and lived, within 
a matter of less than a hundred years after 
the giants of Greek thought—Socrates, Plato 
and Aristotle—whose teachings represent the 
very apex of abstract Greek civilization and 
form the foundation stone on which most sub- 
seqent Western thought, and a good deal of 
the Christian ethic, have been built. If that 
was not early Western civilization, what was? 
And if the reason for its not being civilization 
in the true sense is that it relied so heavily 
upon the existence of slaves—did Western 
civilization begin only when serfdom was 
abolished, or perhaps only when trade union- 
ism had grown strong enough to compel 
humane working conditions, in neither of 
which the Christian hierarchy played a con- 
spicuous part? 


na nu 


Theological erudition, as exemplified in 
familiarity with Manichaeism and Gnosticism, 
of which the average man knows nothing at 
all, may seem impressive. But it does not 
consolidate the shaky foundation nor give 
strength to the narrowness of Mr. Jerrold’s 
structure of reasoning—all built on the un- 
proven assertion that Christianity is the only 
true religion and that, with the exception of 
more or less negligible instances or periods, 
the West in no way deserves to be accused of 
aggression against the East. 


It must be comfortable to be able to re- 
main so completely content with one’s own 
assumptions and actions in the past as well 
as the present in face of the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki bombs and the hydrogen bomb 


trials in the Pacific. 
ROY SHERWOOD. 


PITY AT THE 
THRESHOLD 


A LITTLE Man, giving the volume its main 
title, comes to us from The Friends Book 
centre (3. 6d.). The author, E. F. Howard, 
has gathered, between the covers of her book, 
poems springing from many sources. “ Little 
Man” brings so many gallant and really big 
things into the “ time-sheet ” of history as to 
leave us in doubt about its title. Some of these 
dramatically described achievements and en- 
deavours are by no means “little.” They are 
surely beyond “size” and “size” conception. 


With room only for a short notice the 
writer must choose. A Whitman reminder 
“New York.” Not for any ebullient boast- 
fulness, but for lines here and there: 


“With a myriad tiny corpuscles, a myriad 
invisible nerve threads.” 


Lyrical ; Wandervégel—written, be it noted, 
in 1920, and now to be read with an after- 
knowledge that brings sadness. 

Dramatic: “From the Power of the Dog” 
with its energy and warning: 

* Holy and beyond all price is the free soul 

of a man.” 

Worship: “ Silent Meeting” with what must 


surcly be an outstanding description of 
Quaker devotion; it is so calmly beautiful. 
Modern: “The Rat” with its solitary and 


sleepless pity. 
“And still the weak chirping cry of agony 
goes hopelessly on and on.” 
_ Our pity is surely the measure of our civ- 
ilisation. A rat in a trap! Here we have 
William Blake’s thought, Pity standing at the 
very threshold of things. . 
The simpler poems here are conceived in 
sweetness and calm. They have their place, 
perhaps, but they do not always measure up 
to the standard of the best in the volume. 
It is in these that the author gives us the 
re-echoing and authentic stuff to a 
A. 
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THE BOMB — What they say 


ARCHDEACON HARTILL 


Canon Percy Hartill, Archdeacon of Stoke- 
on-Trent and Chairman of the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship writes to Peace News: 


[XN September and October, 1940 Dr. J. H. 
Oldham wrote in “The Christian News 
Letter.”: 

“The whole Christian tradition is opposed 
to the view that everything is permissible in 
war in order to win...I agree that the 
line is hard to draw: I am sure there is a 
line to be drawn somewhere. 


“Christianity has no meaning unless for every 
man, there is a point where he says * Here I 
stand before an absolute; this is uncondition- 
aly forbidden. If war degenerates into wilful 
slaughter of the innocent, Christians must 
either become pacifists or give up their 
religion.” 

I want to set against this the statement in 
The Times leader on April 6, 1954, that 
“war is now the hydrogen bomb.” 


In such a situation I make bold to claim 
that pacifism is now the only legitimate heir 
of what Dr. Oldham rightly described as “ the 
whole Christian tradition.” 


Unless therefore Christians now uncondi- 
tionally repudiate the use of the hydrogen 
bomb (irrespective of what other nations may 
do) we shall have accepted the “relative 
morality ” which we rightly condemn as one 
of the gravest errors of Marxist Communism. 


TIME MAGAZINE 


MPSHE older morality, still dominant in the 

US and in most other western lands, finds 
no moral problem in the H-bomb that was not 
present in the A-bomb, none in the A-bomb 
that was not present in the mass bombing of 
cities, none in these that is not present in war 
itself, and no grave problems in war that are 
not present in the basic question of the permis- 
sibility of force in any circumstances. 


This does not mean that the traditional 
morality does not meet a host of appalling 
questions in the whole area of when and how 
force may be morally used. 


It docs. 


But it meets them on the basis of motive and 
law and of actual choice available. It looks at 
the man. not his weapon ; at the circumstances 
in which he uses it, not at the number of the 
slain. 

Judging from a nationwide sampling of this 
week’s sermons (April 12), the US clergy held 
with firmness to traditional Christian (and 
Jewish and Mohammedan) principles on this 
point. 


Opponent of the 


Industrial 


Revolution 


by Wilfred Wellock 


William Thompson, by Richard K. P. 


Pankhurst. Watts 15s. 


ILLIAM THOMPSON was one of the 

* "pioneers of the co-operative and socialist 

movement, and one of its profoundest thinkers. 

His writings have been part of the enduring 

foundation of those movements, and they con- 
siderably influenced Marx’s thinking. 

Thompson’s dates are significant—1775-1833 
—as they embrace the first fifty years of the 
Industrial Revolution. The fact which most 
shocked Thompson about the LR. was the 
degree of misery which it caused, “more 
misery being evident in Britain than in any 
other country.” He states that in the first three 
or four decades of the LR. the wages of 
British workers fell by 50 per cent., during 
which period capitalist profits rose to fan- 
tastic heights. 

Although an Irishman, Thompson took a 
keen interest in the social problems of his day, 
and devoted his wealth to their solution. In an 
age wherein wealth ruled, Thompson had no 
faith in political action as a means of social 
emancipation. 

So, like Robert Owen, he pinned his faith 
in the establishment of Co-operative Com- 
munities, and supported the W.E.A. with his 
wealth and strength. It was an age of intensive 
propaganda. At a co-operative congress held 
in Birmingham, a little before he died, half-a- 
million leaflets were distributed. 

Valiant efforts were made to get his Co- 
operative Communities founded, but the 
forces against him were too powerful. He 
died at 58 and left nearly all his fortune to 
the Co-operative Movement. 

Then the law got to work. The will was 
contested, and only a few crumbs were 
gathered by the cause to which he had given 
such magnificent help and guidance. 

This study of one of the early revolts against 
the practices of the Industrial Revolution is 
well worth while. 


The news from Elugelab (first H-bomb test 
site) did not set off a wave of pacifist sen- 
timentality. A passage in a sermon by Dr. 
Louie De Votie Newton, pastor of Atlanta’s 
Druid Hills Baptist Church, was typical of the 
main stream of comment on the H-bomb. Said 
Dr. Newton: 


“The thing to do now is for the ministers 
and the press and radio and everyone else 
concerned with public opinion to undertake 
to fortify the people spiritually for what- 
ever comes, now that the thing is upon us 
...A sense of spiritual poise is essential if 
we are to be ready for whatever happens. 
In the H-bomb era we can’t go back to 
muskets. We’ve got to maintain anything 
essential to our defence, the H-bomb or any 
other kind of bomb.” 


MONTGOMERY 


MPHE Manchester Guardian reported on April 
6, that: 

Field Marshal Lord Montgomery, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander Europe, expressea 
the opinion in a broadcast last night that if 
war broke out both sides would use atomic 
weapons from the outset. 

In a BBC programme. “ Inside Shape,” he 
was interviewed during a tour of Supreme 
Headquarters and was asked if, in the event 
of war, atomic bombs would be used. 

He replied: “I give you my opinion now, 
that if war is joined I reckon that both sides 
will use atomic and other similar weapons ; 
that is my view.” 

Asked, “Right from the outset?” he 
answered, “ Right from the outset. That is my 
view. If war is joined—if we’re attacked.” 

Lord Montgomery added: “I believe that 
in world war three, if it should ever come, the 
safest place to be will be in the front Jine 
with the fighting soldiers.” 


NEHRU 


PRESTRUCTION threatens to catch us up, 

if not overtake us, on its march to its 
sinister goal. We must seek to arrest it and 
avert the dire end it threatens. 

I have stated publicly as our view that these 
experiments, which may have served their one 
and only useful purpose, namely, to expose 
the nature of the horror and tragedy, even 
though but partly, should cease. 

I repeat that to be our considered position, 
and it is our hope that this view and the 
great concern it reflects, and which is world- 
wide, will evoke adequate and timely responses. 

We do not yet know fully whether the 
continuing effects of these explosions are 
carried only by the media of air and water, 
or whether they subsist in other strata of nature 
and how long their effects persist, or whether 
they set up some sort of chain reactions at 
which some have already hinted. 

We must endeavour with faith and hope to 
promote ali efforts that seek to bring to a 
halt this drift to what appears to be the menace 
of total destruction. 


SPRING FLOWERS 


“THE FLOWERS that bloom 
in the spring tra-la have 
nothing to do with the case.” 
Perhaps not. And yet in spite 
of the cold winds, the hours 
of sunshine have been very 
welcome as the heralds of 
Spring, and the flowers in the 
public gardens near Dick 
Sheppard House are making a 
gay showing. 

They are specially welcome 
this year as a reminder that the headlines in 
the newspapers do not tell the whole story. 
When H-bomb experiments destroy life and pre- 
liminary statements about Geneva indicate the 
difficulties in securing international agreement, 
there is all the more need for refusing to give 
up our hopes of a world at peace. 

Spring is not “news,” and it is always easy 
to take for granted what is familiar. There is 
the danger that some pacifists take the Peace 
Pledge Union for granted and just assume that it 
will be there when they need it. But the PPU 
can only help to voice the faith of pacifism in 
season and out of season and especially in criti- 
cal days like the present, if we all help to 
carry it on. We are asking all our members 
to increase their active witness, but we cannot 
provide the necessary leaflets without money. 
We can’t expect our printer to live on hope, 
even if we ally our hopes to the faith that 
you will ensure that he is paid. So because we 
have to meet an emergency, because the spring 
helps to justify our deeper hopes, because we 
have faith in pacifism and the PPU, please make 
a special point of sending something extra to 
the Peace Pledge Union’s H.Q. Fund during 


the week, 
STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 

Our aim for 1954: £1,000. 
Amount received to date: £139 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union showd 
be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


SHPSTOTOPO PE ECTEPECTE SETETPOCPOTT POSTE STPODPETTODOOETO SD SESCOO4 
«Again, many thanks, for your prompt service, | should have had to wait for weeks 


if | had ordered from a local 


bookseller ’’ 
—writes a W.E.A. lecturer in Kent. 


Help yourself and help Peace News to meet Its £3,000 


* publishing deficit by ordering all your books * 
from 
HOUSMANS e Kit e BOOKSHOP 
Mail order service to all parts of th “7 ~ 
Blackstock Road I-"740n N.4. 5.0.8 for lists 


3, 
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Order! Order! 
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PEACE NEWS at the meetings 


HERE can be no mistake that this summer will see a great spate of meetings 
all over Europe and the United States on the issue of peace. 


In towns and villages everywhere the great 
questions raised by the H-bomb and the 
threat of widespread war in Asia will be 
eagerly discussed. People will want informa- 
tion and opinion on these matters perhaps 
more so now than at any time since World 
War II. 

This is where Peace News comes in, There 
is not the slightest doubt that Peace News’ 
circulation could be trebled in Britain alone if 
the paper could be put into the hands of the 
men and women who are longing for guidance 
and direction. 

Hovusmans Bookshop (Peace News Ltd.) has 
been asked to supply bookstalls for several of 
the big London meetings. There will be a 
great need for more helpers at these stalls and 
sellers in the streets. 

If you live in London and are prepared to 
help you are asked to telephone Harry Mister, 
at Peace News office, STA 2262. If you live 
in other towns or other countries you can help 
by forming groups of sellers to cover peace 
meetings in your areca. 

This week practically all our usual news 
material has been thrown out to make way 
for the inspiring and informative articles that 
we are pleased to present to you. 

In the meantime news and reports from all 
over the world pour into PN office. There will 
be more encouraging and exclusive material 
next week. 

Will you make the experiment of taking a 
dozen copies (at the special price of 2s. 6d.) 
and trying to sell them to people in your 
neighbourhood ? 

We believe you will be surprised at the 
more sympathetic response that you will meet. 

This is a tremendous opportunity for paci- 


Emrys Hughes MP, leaves for Geneva today 
as Peace News Correspondent. 


Ameriean Friends 


Institute 


MAKING SUMMER PLANS? 


Attend the 2nd AVON INSTITUTE : 
“Quaker Approach to Contemporary 
Affairs.” Avon, Conn. June 13-20, 1954. 


Quaker Leaders: Harrop Freeman, A. 
J, Muste, Clarence Pickett, Alexander 


Purdy, Ira Reid. Overseas Guests: 
Claude Bourdet, Editor L’Observateur ; 
B. K. Gupta, Representative Praja 


Socialist Party of India in US; others. 


Round tables with Quaker leaders. 
16th-century setting of Avon Old Farms. 
Good food, recreation. Cost for 7 full 
days: $49.50. 

Send now for descriptive booklet and 
registration blank to: Russell Johnson, 
American Friends Service Committee, 

130 Brattle St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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Peace News Ltd. 
Goodwin Press (T.U.), 


As this is a@ free service, we 
reserve the right to select notices for 
publication. We nevertheless desira 
to make it as complete a service as 
we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to: 


LONDON, W.C.2: 12.30 p.m.; Lincola’s Inn 


fists and for their paper. We must not miss it. 
Cash with orders please to Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 
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United States by the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion and the Society of Friends. In March 
1944, when the New York Fellowship of 
Reconciliation published a pamphlet entitled 
“Massacre By Bombing,” they and the author 
inspired a chorus of vilification in over 200 
American newspapers. The Catholic Press and 
Dr. Felix Morley’s courageous. weekly, 
Human Events, almost alone insisted that the 
inconvenient critics of bombing represented, 
not treachery, but the challenge of the 
Christian conscience to spiritual bankruptcy. 


After the War, when lives and treasures had 
vanished beyond recovery, obliteration bomb- 
ing and its protagonists were discredited on 
strategic grounds. Aerial massacre had 
strengthened rather than weakened enemy 
resistance ; it had reinforced the unconditional 
surrender policy of the “ bitter-enders” who 
spurned the sanity of a negotiated peace ; and 
it had resulted in large-scale civilian damage 
while leaving many military and industrial 
objectives unimpaired. Post-war visitors to the 
Rhineland and Ruhr found that every des- 
troyed school, hospital and hotel had created 
a headache for some harassed British official. 

It is, however, significant that military and 
not moral reasons were responsible for the 
condemnation of area bombing. The moral 
corruption which it had brought widened and 
deepened, and at last has borne fruit in the 
dangerous experiments by the Americans in 
the Pacific and the Russians in Siberia. 

These experiments have shocked mankind 
into an unwilling recognition that the small 
much-abused wartime group which opposed 

“ obliteration’ were on the side not only 

of Christian values but of human survival. 

The latter is now belatedly perceived to 
depend upon the former, however officially 
described. 


“Father, forgive them,” we pray with the 
News Chronicle’s inspired cartoonist. But it 
is no longer true to say that “they know not 
what they do.” “ They ”"—the politicians im- 
pregnable in their castles of arrogance, the 
scientists manufacturing deadly substances and 
thankfully laying the responsibility for their 
use on others, the Generals ready to sacrifice 
immemorial beauty for a trivial military ad- 
vance, the journalists skilled in the manufac- 
ture of words calculated to disparage Christian 
compassion—know only too well what they 
have done and are doing. 


So, now, do their millions of potential vic- 
tims, who realise with embarrassment that only 
by translating the lessons of the Cross and 
Resurrection into new standards of human 
behaviour on a global scale can they avert 
final catastrophe. 


The choice between Christianity and ex- 
tinction confronts us. Can we learn our 
lesson at the eleventh hour, and pass from the 
shadow of doom to our Easter Day? 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
Street) ; mature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address) 
—preferably in that order and style. 
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SYBIL MORRISON 


Pacifism and the H-Bomb 


HERE are some utterances so stupendous that they resound in the ears not 
only of those within hearing at the time, but for years and even centuries 
later. One of these is the cry from the Cross: “ Father forgive them for they know 


not what they do.” 


The people of Jerusalem on that tremen- 
dously awe-inspiring and sombre occasion 
were engaged in crucifying God, but it is true 
that most of them had no idea of it. 


Today, as the nations of Christendom and 
others deliberately build up the weapons which 
may result in the destruction of the human 
race they know perfectly well what they do. 


They are intentionally employing the evil 
means which all condemn because they lack 
the courage and the faith to discard them. 
They know the possible consequences and they 
hate and fear those consequences, but the 
terrible truth is that there can be no for- 
giveness, no absolution until it is not the 
consequences, but the deed itself which is 
hated and feared, and therefore renounced. 


There is a noticeable rise of public feeling, 
and this may well be canalised in the petition 
to be launched at the Albert Hall meeting 
in support of the Labour Party motion calling 
for a Three Power conference “to consider 
the problem of control and reduction of arma- 
ments,” 


But this motion has, in fact, already been 
unanimously agreed upon by all parties of 
the House of Commons, and the Joint Standing 
Pacifist Committee, though well aware that no 
party in the House of Commons would be 
likely to make the kind of pronouncement 
pacifists want to hear, feel nevertheless, that 
a great opportunity has been missed to rally 
public opinion behind a demand for a unil- 
lateral decision on moral grounds. 


In any case the need for a big pacifist 
meeting to state unequivocally the truth on 
which our faith is based, that it is war itself 
that must be renounced, and to give fresh 
inspiration to the pacifist movement seemed 
to be so urgent that the Committee, at very 


LEWIS MUMFORD 
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In the name of sanity let our Government 
now pause and seek the counsel of sane men ; 
men who have not participated in the errors 
we have made and are not committed, out of 
pride, to defending them. Let us cease all 
further experiments with even more horrifying 
weapons of destruction, lest our own self- 
induced fears further upset our mental balance. 


Let us all, as responsible citizens, not the 
cowed subjects of an all-wise state, weigh 
the alternatives and canvass new lines of 
approach to the problems of power and peace. 

Let us deal with our own massive sins and 
errors as a step toward establishing firm rela- 
tions of confidence with the rest of mankind. 
And let us, first of all, have the courage to 
speak up on behalf of humanity, on behalf of 
civilisation, on behalf of life itself against 
the methodology of barbarism to which we are 
now committed. 

If as a nation we have become mad it is time 
for the world to take note of that madness. 
If we are still humane and sane, then it is 
time for the powerful voice of sanity to be 
heard once more in our land. 


3d. per word, BIRTHS 


extra). Please 


New Zealand. 


MISTER.—To Peggy and Alan Mister on 
April 15, a son, at Riverside, Lower Moutere, 


short notice has arranged the meeting an- 

nounced on this page. 

If pacifism means anything to pacifists in 
this time of crisis the Friends’ Meeting House 
should be crowded to overflowing. 


FOOTNOTE: The Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee comprises The Peace Pledge Union, 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation, The Society 
of Friends (Quakers) Peace Committee, the 
Movement for a Pacifist Church of Christ, and 
the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


PACIFISM 
and 
THE H-BOMB 


Donald Soper; Vera Brittain ; 
Kathleen Lonsdale ; 

James Hudson, M.P. | 

Chairman, Sybil Morrison. 


FRIENDS HOUSE 
Euston Road, London N.W.1 


Tuesday, May 18 
7.0 p.m. 


Organised by 


Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee. 


LOK LLL SESI SELLS, 
Kumanian Folk Art 
Exhibition 


Open until May 20 
Royal Hotel, Woburn Place, W.C.I 


(Daily 11 to 9. Sundays 2 to 6) 


Catalogue {s. Admission free. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PEACE WORK is available for all volun- 
teers at Peace News office, Daytime and every 
Wednesday evening we shall be grateful for 


Friday, April 30 f 1 pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address help. Write, phone or just drop in to Peace 
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Syndicalist Workers’ Federa- 


PRImrose 5686. 


BA. 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


HOLIDAYS 


BRENDON HILLS, Somerset, Ideal country 


at INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Seth. very holiday. Fred and Alice House, Huish Ch a 
Pk, Gate. Open-air mtg. Sybil Morrison. FOR 2s 6d fuceday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and LITERATURE flower, Wiveliscombe. 7 Rta ala 
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8 p.m.; Friends 
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the War 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 1 
Mtg. Ho., Dundonald 
Anthony Bishop, * The 
Resisters’ International.” 


Thursday, May 6 

CATERHAM: 7.45 p.m.; Cong. Ch. Small 
Halt, Harestone Hill. Rev. Dr. W. Bryn 
Thomas. ‘ Christianity and the Challenge of 
Communism,”* FoR. 

DERBY : 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ha., St. 
Helen's St. ‘suart Morris, * Ellis Island and 
Beyond.”” PPU. 

WEED TONS TONES 8 o.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
ie a 
Pacifist.” ae ate Why I am not 2 
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funch-hour Service of Intercession for -*raric 
Peace. 
different 
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Hamilton Park, N.S. 


£1 Is. Od. 24 wecks 10s 


FRESHWATER BAY, IoW, Dimbola. 
Special 
Phone 421. 
HOMELY ACCOMMODATION 
goad food to anor and permanent guests. 
1340. I. 


AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


Peace News In Canada and the USA 


1954 | “eaaon, N.3. 


terms April/May. 


FIRST-CLASS 
Eyles Secretarial Service. 
N.19. ARC 1765, Ext. 1. 


and folly 


and H. Shayler, 27 


office of the Ministry of 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


duplicating /typing. 
395 Hornsey Rd., 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
The engagement of persous answering these 
advertisements must be made (hreegh a loca! 
Labour er a 


guerite Heymans. Tel.: Ambergate 44. 


EASTERN LAKES. Remote Tudor home- 
stead amid mountaina and becks for sreavous 
or restful bolidays. Very comfortable: log 
: all dies. Joe Rowley and Robert & 
alia Horniman, Suanegarth, Bampton, 
Pen'ith, Cumberland. 

FRANCES  E. MORGAN, formerly of 
Columbine Guest Cottage, Uckfield, Sussex, 
can receive guests for short periods at her flat 
overlooking sea (3 mins.), at: 78 Norman 
Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea. Tel.: Hastings 5711. 
Vegetarian, of course, 


Mabel 


or order from your newsagent 


Conducted, by cletey and laymen wi ~ Blackstock Road, London, N.A. 


Twelve weeks 5s. 


PFACE NEWS, 


AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office.‘c/o ‘American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Bratile St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. (mailed on publication day) 
$4 year. $2 six months. 


New readers: 3 months trial, $! 


scheduled employment agency if the applicant 
is a man aged 18 to 64 or a woman aged 12 
to §9 Inclusive unless he or she, or the 
employment, Is excepted from the provisions 
of the Notification of Vacancies Order, 1953. 


QUALIFIED TEACHER wanted. Hever 
Warren School for Deprived Children, Rden- 
bridge, Kent. 


HOLIDAY FRIENDSHIP Service pregramme 
includes Bulgaria, Austria, Israel and most 
countries Europe. Send s.a.e. 5 Coodwina 
Cu. London, W.C.2. 


ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA. Bed and break- 
fast. Quiet residential area near sea. M. Cave, 
5 Boscobel Rd. 


